
FOI Request – Public Criticism 
 
Q1 Does your institution have any employment contract terms or other staff 
regulations restricting public criticism of the institution? 
  

Not specifically.  We do have a policy on freedom of speech. 
 
Q2  If yes at Q1  Can you supply a copy of the wording of these regulations. 
  

Attached. 
 
Q3  If yes at Q1  In the period 01/01/07 to 31/12/09 how many staff were 
investigated under this category ? What were the outcomes of these investigations?  
 

No investigations during this period. 
 

Whistle Blowing  
  
Q4  Does your institution have any employment contract terms or other staff 
regulations concerning whistle blowing about improper conduct within your 
institution ?  
 

We have a policy on Whistle Blowing 
  
Q5  If yes at Q4  Can you supply a copy of the wording of these regulations. 
 

Attached 
  
Q6  If yes at Q5  In the period 01/01/07 to 31/12/09 how many staff invoked a 
justification of whistle blowing ?  
 

The Public Interest Disclosure - Whistle Blowing policy has not been 
invoked during this period. 

 

Disrepute  
  
Q7  Does your institution have any employment contract terms or other staff 
regulations concerning bringing the institution into disrepute or any similar issues of 
damage to reputation ? 
 

We have a disciplinary policy which is mentioned in employment contracts 
and the staff handbook.  The policy is widely available and on the University’s 
intranet. 

  
Q8  If yes at Q7  Can you supply a copy of the wording of these regulations. 
  

Attached 



 
Q9  If yes at Q7  Can you supply a list of activities that would be likely to breach 
these regulations. 
  

There is a list of examples of misconduct and gross misconduct which 
accompany the disciplinary policy.  This list is not exhaustive and other 
activities could include:  
 
*  improper conduct    
*  misuse of IT facilities    
*  use of foul and/or abusive language   

 
Q10  If yes at Q7  In the period 01/01/07 to 31/12/09 how many staff were 
investigated under this category ? What were the outcomes of these investigations? 
  

There were no investigations under this category during the period.  
 
Q11  Please supply copies of any internal documents which discuss or detail the 
purpose and operation of any of the regulations in Q1, Q4 and Q7.   
         

n/a 
 
Q12  Please supply copies of any internal documents which discuss or detail 
potential conflicts between the regulations in Q1, Q4 and Q7.    
  

n/a 
 
 


