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EMMA CAVELL 
Welsh Princes and English Wives: Emma d’Audley and the  
Clash of Laws in Thirteenth-Century Northern Powys 

 
What happened when an aristocratic widow's recourse to law in the thirteenth century 
took place within the context of an Anglo-Welsh marriage? The experience of Emma 
d'Audley, daughter of the Marcher house of Audley, and widow of Gruffudd ap Madog 
(d.1269), ruler of Northern Powys, will be used as a test case to explore a Marcher 
dowager's quest for dower in the aftermath of a mixed marriage. The effects of 
conflicting legal cultures, divergent family expectations, and Anglo-Welsh warfare - 
among other things - not only shaped both Emma's personal quest and the Crown's 
understanding of such cases, but also led Emma to effect a land-exchange with the 
king that enabled her to leave the border region altogether. 
 
 
 

ADAM CHAPMAN 
Projection of Power in North Wales and the March in the 1460s 

 
This paper will examine the governance – or absence thereof – of the royal shires of 
North Wales, notably Merioneth, and the neighbouring March and earldom of 
Chester. The interplay of Lancastrian and Yorkist interests in this region was 
focussed on the last Lancastrian-held castle in the English realm after 1464: Harlech 
was besieged several times and eventually taken by an army led by William Herbert 
in the summer of 1468. It is evident, however, that the contest for authority between 
the Lancastrian interest, periodically spearheaded by Jasper Tudor, and the regime 
of Edward IV in North Wales, lasted for the entire decade and had profound effects -  
not only in northern Wales and the March, but in England as a whole. This paper will 
argue that the siege of Harlech was, in fact, just one episode in a military and political 
conflict for the control of northern Wales from Chester to the coast of Anglesey. 
 
 
 

MARTIN CRAMPIN 
Wood, Stone and Glass in the March: Craft workshops and  
church furnishing in the late medieval period 

 
The present border between England and Wales divides surviving examples of 
medieval decorative art in churches that were clearly the work of a single workshop 
or perhaps a common hand. Regional distributions of rood screens, stained glass, 
and stone sculpture, with centres at places such as Ludlow, Newtown and Chester, 
are indicative of both the mobility of craftspeople and of their products, as well as the 
inconvenience of political borders in enabling our study of them. 
 
 
 

HELEN FULTON 
The Model of a Marcher Lord: Poems to William Herbert (d. 1469) 

 
At least 16 poems in Welsh survive to William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, and major 
player in the Wars of the Roses. The poems, composed by some of the most famous 
poets of the day, including Guto'r Glyn and Lewys Glyn Cothi, express a variety of 
Welsh opinions about William and his support for the Yorkist king Edward IV. This 
paper examines some of the reasons why Welsh poets regarded William Herbert as 
a model of Marcher lordship and what they valued about his life and politics. 
 



 
 

CHARLES INSLEY 
Mercians and the March 900 – 950 

 
Much of the attention on Mercia in the early tenth century focuses on its folding into 
the nascent kingdom of the English, and the implications of that process for ‘English 
statehood’, and treats Mercia and the Anglo-Welsh frontier as relatively 
unproblematic artefacts.  This paper seeks to place the concept of the ‘March’ back 
at the heart of a discussion of the Mercians; debate about which ‘border’ the 
Mercians are defined by creates a polarity between either the Anglo-Welsh frontier, 
or the frontier with Northumbria.  This paper will argue, through a brief survey of the 
charter and landscape evidence in particular, that we should understand the ‘march’ 
that defined the Mercians (and continued to do so into the eleventh century) in much 
wider terms, especially in relation to the political and economic dynamics of the Irish 
Sea World. 
 
 
 
 

CHRIS LEWIS 
Making Englefield English: the naming of the Anglo-Saxon  
landscape west of the Dee 

 
In the later Anglo-Saxon period a small but significant part of what is now north-
eastern Wales was not Welsh at all but English: part of Cheshire, Mercia, the 
kingdom of the English, and probably the diocese of Lichfield. Its place-names were 
a mixture of English and Welsh, and its inhabitants almost certainly a mixture of 
English-speakers and Welsh-speakers, many of them very likely bilingual. Closer 
scrutiny of the names of estates, territorial divisions, and earthworks in this 
westernmost part of Cheshire beyond the Dee offers a way of approaching its 
English history in earlier centuries and of seeing its landscapes through English eyes. 
The argument will be that its names reveal two sorts of landscape: a real landscape 
of farms, hamlets, churches, fields, hills, streams, and woods, and an imagined 
landscape through which the English projected their control of a culturally mixed 
border area. 
 
 
 
 

RICHARD MORGAN 
Welsh and English Place-Names and the March 

 
This paper looks at examples of Welsh and English place-names and the ways in 
which they can shed light on the past distribution and movement of the Welsh and 
English languages in the northern Marches, (in the area extending from Wrexham to 
Knighton), over the period 11th-19th centuries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SUE NIEBRZYDOWSKI 
‘Ye know eek that in forme of speche is change withinne a  
thousandyeer’:  Chaucer, Henryson and the Welsh Troelus a Chresyd 

 
While many are familiar with Shakespeare’s Troilus and Criseyde, fewer are aware 
that Shakespeare had a Welsh contemporary who, likewise, was inspired to write a 
play about the doomed love of Troilus and Cressida. Contained within MS Peniarth 
106 (formerly Hengwrt 338) now held at the Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru/The 
National Library of Wales, is the unique copy of the anonymous, Welsh language 
play, Troelus a Chresyd. This paper explores the manner in which early modern 
editions of Chaucer’s epic romance and Henryson’sTestament of Cresseid have 
been translated in Troelus a Chresyd, both in terms of language and from page to 
stage, and considers how these two narratives of the ‘Matter of Troy’ have been used 
to engage with early modern matters of Wales.   
 
 
 
 

SPENCER SMITH 
Parks, Gardens and Designed Landscapes of North East Wales  
and North West Shropshire 

 
Research into the parks, gardens and designed landscapes of north-east Wales and 
north-west Shropshire is a topic which has not attracted much attention to date. The 
area tended to be seen as somewhere passed through by powerful Welsh and 
English royalty and nobility in order to subjugate or intimidate their rivals, rather than 
as a landscape which could be shaped and moulded into complicated and 
contemporary forms by the royalty and nobility who lived there. 
 
Borders are usually thought of as liminal landscapes, at least to those who chose to 
pass through them rather than stop and ‘smell the flowers’. By combining the 
archaeological, historical, architectural and poetic evidence, a rich and sophisticated 
series of medieval parks, castle and llys gardens have been revealed. Importantly, 
the designed landscapes which they form are only now being rehabilitated back into 
the narrative of this border region and the wider world. 
  
 
 
 

DAVID STEPHENSON 
The Making of the March  

 
Building on and extending the work of scholars such as Rees Davies, Ifor Rowlands 
and Max Lieberman, this lecture will define the nature and scope of the Welsh March, 
and will probe the actors which contributed to its development as an Anglo-Welsh 
frontier zone every sector of which possessed distinct and intriguing characteristics.  

 


