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What course did you take? 

BSc Hons Accounting and Finance 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

The exemptions by the professional accountancy bodies which the 
course gave me and also the campus set-up of the University. 

 

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your 
current role? 

Definitely! Many people start in the public services finance scheme with no prior 
knowledge of finance. This has enabled me to get straight into the work which is 
really interesting. 

 

What does your current role involve? 

My current role is in the In Year Reporting team for the courts and tribunal 
services which involves budgeting and forecasting for each of the jurisdictions in 
the country. It also involves analysing variance analysis and forming an overall 
picture of the whole country. Along with this we manage the purchase ledger 
accounts.   

  

How did you get into your current role? 

I got into my current role through the GFP graduate programme for which 
applications close at the end of October each year. 

 

How did you choose to go into this type of work? 

I did a Politics A level which interested me in the public sector and this was a 
merge of my interest and my degree. Also the MoJ gave me the option of what 
accountancy qualification to do so it let me gain my exemptions and take CIMA. 



 

Did you do Work Based Learning or volunteering?  If so how did this 
help your careers planning and research? 

I did my Work Based Learning in a swim school as I couldn’t leave my 
management position to do it, however, before University I did 2 internships at 
RSA which convinced me I wanted to go into finance. When applying for 
graduate schemes they do look for either experience in the field or management 
experience so placements are really helpful to achieve a place.  

 

Did you use Careers & Employability? 
 Did you attend any of the training sessions run by Careers & 

Employability?   
 

I didn’t but I did go to them to help me write my CV as they have knowledge on 
what accountancy and financial professionals are looking for. 

 

 If so has attending employability training supported you in gaining 
employment or improving your performance in your current role? 
 

It definitely provided me with a better CV which helped me get to the assessment 
day. 

 

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

One thing to remember is that having the theoretical knowledge of the subject is 
very different from practising it on a day to day basis. Make sure even if it is not 
in the programme of study you keep up to date with Excel skills such as pivot 
tables, vlookups etc. as these are basic skills looked for in the field. Also, I found 
discussing career options with the teaching team at the University gave me a 
better insight as to which professional qualification I wanted to do as each one 
can lead to a different role in accountancy. 


