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What course did you take? 

BA Hons in Leisure Studies with Business Management. 

I went to an FE College from school and re sat my GCSEs, I passed all these 
and decided to do A-Levels, which I unfortunately failed.  I then went to work 
as a laborer for a couple of construction companies, I did not enjoy this, (it 
ruined my soft hands and it was too cold in the winter). I decided to do the 
Access Course at WCI at Padgate, which I enjoyed and decided I had the 
application to do a degree in Leisure and Business.  Important to note that the 
Access Course set an excellent Foundation for a degree as the workload was 
intense. 
 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

The various modules gave a good academic platform as well as strong 
practical element for the workplace.  I must also add that the staff, were very 
helpful and always on call to offer advice, even after I had graduated. 

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

The various modules of Leisure and Business were good in the first two years 
and I enjoyed all aspects of College life, however I majored on the partying 
and playing rugby.  The turning point was the opportunity that the work 
placement granted in my second year.  I secured a placement with Brisbane 
Broncos in Australia, The Broncos were and still are one of the leading sports 
club’s in Australia.  Whilst on my placement, I realised what I wanted to do as 
a career and the application and attitude that would be required if I was to 
achieve that objective. I knuckled down in the final year and went from just 
scraping onto the final year of the degree, to just missing out on a first.  
 

 

 



What are you doing now? 

After graduating, I worked as a Leisure Facilities Manager for the College for 
a year before landing a dream job as Community Development Manager for 
the professional rugby league club Warrington Wolves. Due to the resources 
at the club, I was fortunate to learn about numerous aspects of sports 
marketing, for example marketing, media, ticketing, merchandise, community 
development, commercial and game day entertainment.  Gradually I worked 
my way up the ladder at the club and learned from the staff there as well as 
colleagues at other clubs and the Governing Body. My experience at the 
Wolves enabled me to secure a job as Community Marketing Manager with 
the Rugby Football League.  The knowledge gained from all these different 
marketing disciplines at the Wolves means that my job is multi-dimensional. 

I head up the Club Support Unit for the professional club’s; the aim of this is to 
share best practice amongst all the clubs in all aspects of marketing, 
commercial and community development.  In addition, I have been a proactive 
member of the event team that has sold out Rugby League events for finals of 
Super League at Old Trafford, Challenge Cup Final at the Millennium Stadium 
and Tri-Nations Final at Elland Road. 

Living in Warrington has meant that I occasionally keep in touch with the staff 
to which I will always be grateful to for giving me a sound platform to launch 
my career. 

 

 

 


