
Graduate Alice Roberts 
Employer English Heritage 
Job Title Historical Properties Steward 

 

 

What course did you take? 

Archaeology BA Hons 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I liked the choice of courses available and the city itself. It wasn’t too big and 
everything was within walking distance from the university. I liked the fact that 
the archaeology and history department had their own building in the Bluecoat 
and that they worked closely together.  
 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

I gained a lot of practical experience within my course in terms of excavation 
and handling objects. I have learnt how to research in depth and how to 
manage my time effectively. I have gained new social skills as well as learning 
how to become independent and manage bills and money etc.  
 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

The work based learning we undertook was an excavation of Grosvenor Park, 
Chester. This was a very important part of my degree as we were able to gain 
skills we could not have attained from simply reading. Not only did I learn how 
to do basic digging, but also leveling, planning, photography, context sheets, 
washing and labeling finds.  It also taught me how to effectively communicate 
the interpretation of our excavation to the public. For my career plan this was 
very important as I fully intended to stay in the world of archaeology and 
heritage and so was able to add these skills to my CV. 
 

 



 

What are you doing now? 

Since leaving university I have had an internship at Lewes Castle museum 
creating my own exhibition and learning essential museum skills. After that I 
got a job with English Heritage as a Historical Properties Steward at Dover 
castle and then transferred to Battle Abbey and Battlefield. It is seasonal work 
and so I finish at the end of October. I have already set up another internship 
with Bexhill museum where I will have an important role helping with their 
archaeological exhibitions.  I will also be able to shadow the curator which I’m 
very much looking forward to.  
 

What are your top tips for other students & graduates 

If you want a career within the heritage industry it is essential to do volunteer 
work and have retail experience. It can be hard being rejected for jobs you 
know you can do but if you want to achieve your dream then just keep at it. I 
don’t know when I’ll finally get the job I want but I don’t intend to give up. 
Enjoy your time at the University of Chester, it was certainly one of the best 
decisions of my life especially as I never intended to go to university.  
 


