
Graduate Andy Pearson 

Employer BBC 

Job Title Media Scheduler/Planner  

 

What course did you take? 

BA (Hons) Media TV Production 

 

What attracted you to study at the University 
of Chester? 

The key reasons for choosing the University of 
Chester was the course, the campus and its 
atmosphere and the close proximity to Liverpool 
& Manchester.  After visiting on an Open Day, I 
could tell there was a strong sense of a friendly 
community atmosphere to the campus, and this 
had a big impact on my decision. 

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your current role? 

Most definitely! My degree was in TV production and I currently work in Radio, 
which isn't generally a natural progression, but I love working at Radio 1, 1Xtra 
& 6 Music. Lots of the skills are transferable, and in the current climate where 
stations like Radio 1 are not just radio stations, but are multi-platform brands 
across Radio, TV and Online, it's very relevant to my role to understand the 
process behind each of these platforms, how they work, and how they impact on 
my current position. 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how did this help your 
career planning and research? 

I did work based learning at digital radio stations, The Hits Radio & Smash Hits 
Radio.  It helped me gain valuable skills in radio production and allowed me to 
put the various skills I had learnt from my degree into good use.  

What does your current role involve? 

My current role is a Media Planner/Scheduler for BBC Radio 1, Radio 1Xtra & 

Radio 6 Music.  It’s my job to manage the promotional plans and schedules for 

these networks, implement marketing campaigns for, and on, these networks, 
and ensure we are correctly dividing our airtime appropriately while reaching 
our target audiences. Day to day this can vary from working on promotional 

campaigns for special programmes and events like Radio 1’s Big Weekend, 

working with production teams on cross promotion for other programmes, and 
scheduling promotional trails on the networks to inform audiences about the 
stations key messages. 

  



How did you get into your current role? 

When I left university I got a role in a radio station working in the commercial 
scheduling department, ensuring that commercial breaks where all editorially 
correct, while meeting client needs.  Before getting into the BBC, I applied for 
various posts in and around the North West.  One job posting I applied to was the 
BBC Radio Production Management Assistant talent pool. After a hard interview 
process, I got into the pool and worked on various radio dramas, 6 Music shows, 
and Radio 4 programmes such as You & Yours, Pick of the Week & Front Row.  A 
year later I got an Assistant Media Scheduler role in Salford through the BBC 
North Job Opportunities pool.  After 3 months in the role I was promoted to the 
role of Media Scheduler in London.  Taking everything I had learnt from my 
previous job in the commercial sector, and combining it with my knowledge of 
radio production learnt at the BBC, it made me the ideal candidate for my 
current job, working with key stakeholders such as Marketing and Radio 
Production. 

How did you choose to go into this type of work? 

Considering my degree specialises in TV Production, I never thought I’d up 
working in radio.  In terms of how I chose to go into this type of work, it’s hard to 
say.  I initially had a role as a Production Runner, and Production Administrator 
at an independent production company in Manchester. However, due to money 
and lack of regular work, I took a more secure and full time role working in 
radio, as a temporary measure, while still searching for a job in TV.  But while 
searching for opportunities, it became easier to apply for jobs within radio, 
which lead me into my current role.  I’m glad I took the jobs I’ve done and made 
the choices I have as, without this experience, I wouldn't have ended up where I 
am today, with one of my proudest moments and achievements being my role in 
winning a silver Promax Award for BBC Three & Radio 1 in the category of Best 
On-Air Media Planning. 

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

The key is to be proactive at getting where you want to be; if you want to work as 
a producer or director on TV dramas then you need to gain valuable experience 

elsewhere first. Don’t expect to get that dream job straight out of university, as 

university will only give you a head start to where you want to be.  It gives you 
the grounding and knowledge you need to work within the industry, after that 

it’s up to you.  If you want to work in today’s media industry it’s vitally important 

to stay multi-skilled and have interests outside your career.  Employers are 
always looking for people who have a diverse skill set, which makes you more 
valuable in the interview process and in the job you gain.  One of the reasons I 
got my first job in the radio industry, was because I had worked on the university 
radio station.  Without this and my degree, I wouldn't have been able to get that 
first job in the industry. 

  


