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What course did you take? 

BSc Animal Behaviour 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I chose to study BSC Animal Behaviour at Chester because after attending an 
open day I immediately loved the campus and the city of Chester. The friendly 
atmosphere and ideal size of the university really appealed to me. 

 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

I learnt many transferable skills during my degree such as team working and 
presentation skills. As a specialised degree I would say that Animal Behaviour 
is much more broad than it sounds. Although I gained invaluable knowledge 
of the theory of animal training, physiology and welfare, the transferable skills 
were equally important in helping me to succeed in gaining my current role. 
It’s not until it is put into practice that the theory really comes to life; being able 
to demonstrate flexibility, problem solving, enthusiasm and a hard-working 



attitude is probably more important than any theory when it comes to the 
world of work, particularly when it is something as specialised as my job now. 

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

A highlight of my course was my Work Based Learning placement in the 
second year. I went to Cotswold Wildlife Park and participated in all aspects of 
animal care and welfare at the park. I was able to work on all the different 
animal sections and recorded vital observations of new animals and those in 
new enclosures. I found it very useful to the degree I studied and it gave me 
insight into animal care in practice. 

 

Did you use Careers & Employability?  If so, how did this 
help you? 

When I was applying for jobs I researched into assistance dog charities and 
wrote speculative letters to the different organisations to gain knowledge of 
the skills I needed to develop, in order to be successful in this field of work. 
The Careers Service were very helpful in proof reading and giving valuable 
feedback for these letters and they also helped me with my CV. 

 

What are you doing now? 

I now work as Assistant Dog Trainer for Canine Partners for Independence. I 
train dogs to assist people with disabilities, mainly people with mobility 
problems. The dogs can perform a whole range of tasks upon completion of 
training including retrieving items, opening doors and even getting the 
washing out of the machine. I help to train the dogs, assess the puppies prior 
to training, assist with puppy training classes when the dogs are with their 
“puppy parents” and matching and training the dog with the recipient. 

I hope to become a fully trained dog trainer in six months time and stay with 
the charity for some time. I would like to get involved with multiple training 
assistance dogs, for example a dog that can assist somebody who is in a 
wheelchair who also has a hearing impediment. 

 

 

 


