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What course did you take? 

I undertook the BSc Animal Behaviour and Welfare (Hons) course at Chester 
and graduated in 2009.  

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I wanted to choose a course in animal behaviour and Chester’s course was 
one of two which I picked to have the most relevant content for me as well as 
the practical element which was really important. I decided upon Chester’s 
course eventually due to the welcoming nature of the campus during the 
Open Day and also because the town centre had greater appeal to me. 

 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

During my time studying at Chester I learnt a huge amount both in my specific 
subject area but also with skills that I could transfer to work life such as; time 
management and how to work independently. 

 



Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

I especially learnt a great deal during my six week work placement in my 2nd 
year. I was lucky enough to gain the placement at Canine Partners; a charity 
that trains dogs to assist people with disabilities so that they are able to live a 
more independent life. This placement enabled me to study the behaviour of 
working dogs and enhanced my skills of animal training. Considering that I 
wanted to work with a similar charity, this placement gave me the skills and 
experience to improve my chance with future job applications as well as 
reconfirming that this was the area which I wanted to pursue as a career. 

 

 

What are you doing now? 

I am now lucky enough to have a job with Canine Partners after they 
contacted me during my final exams to offer me the chance to cover the 
maternity leave of one of their dog trainers. I started two weeks after my 
exams ended and four months after that was offered the permanent post as 
the charity was expanding.  

This job is a perfect balance of training dogs and coaching people to handle 
these working animals. I enjoy every part of it and the difference these dogs 
make to our clients’ lives is priceless. Without my work placement at Chester I 
would have been just as passionate about the job but would not have had the 
confidence and determination that this would be my chosen career. It also 
opened a huge door into this area of work which helped me gain my job so 
quickly after finishing my exams. This was a real worry as the recession hit 
graduates hard.  

I hope to stay in this area of work for the foreseeable future with a view to 
perhaps specialising in a particular area, but at the moment I have no 
intention of changing my job. 

 


