
Graduate Bwalya Mutale 
Employer Lime Pictures 
Job Title Script Supervisor, Hollyoaks 

 

 

What course did you take? 

MA Television Production with Advertising 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

When I attended the open day, as part of a group, we were given a tour of the 
Warrington Campus by enthusiastic students and had talks from various people 
telling us about all aspects of university life at the campus. I made up my mind 
that this was the university for me. The prospect of what my course would 
involve was also a big attraction. The general atmosphere and what campus life 
could offer ultimately made me choose this university. 

 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

The majority of my course involved working with others to produce a final piece, 
whether it was a presentation or documentary.  Thus a transferrable skill I 
gained was team working and understanding how to work with others to ensure 
that we were working towards the same successful goal. 

 

I also learned research skills which are transferable to any work place as you 
need to know what has been in the past, how it has affected the present and how 
it may affect the future. 

 



Working to a deadline was a skill used time and time again. Most things have an 
‘end date’ and being at university, having to write assignments and complete 
projects to deadline stands you well in the future. 

 

Did you do Work Based Learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

I took part in 5 weeks of Work Based Learning in my second year of university. 
The first 2 weeks were spent working on an on- campus project and the next 3 
weeks were at the independent television company Channel K.  Working at 
Channel K was a good experience in getting to see firsthand how a real life 
television company worked.   It was a valuable 3 weeks. 

 

Did you use Careers & Employability?  If so, how did this 
help you? 

I did visit Careers and Employability to ask for advice on what I could do after 
university. The main advice was to actively seek out opportunities through 
researching and then applying, whether they were paid or voluntary. This was 
useful and is something I have continued to do and has led to my current job. 

 

What are you doing now? 

I applied for a yearlong training scheme in 2009 called the Media Foundation 
Training Scheme through Vision+Media. There were about 20 roles to fill and it 
was aimed at minority groups. I eventually got a role at Lime Pictures to train as 
a Script Supervisor on Hollyoaks. (There were also various other roles at the 
BBC, ITV and other Independent companies). Once my training had finished (Feb 
2010- Feb 2011), I was able to take up a permanent staff job as a Script 
Supervisor on the show. 

 

What are your top tips for other students & graduates? 

- Enjoy your university life and early graduate time because once you find 
yourself working, exciting as it may be, you will have responsibilities in 
the work place which may spill over into your personal life so be 
prepared for that! 

- It always helps when the place you find yourself working in is an 
enjoyable one as there is nothing worse than finding yourself spending 
the majority of your day in a place you don’t enjoy, so try and make the 
best out of it! 



- If an opportunity comes your way, whether it is in your field of interest or 
not, go for it because it is always good to see how things work and you 
never know, you may find a new interest. 

Do your research and seek out opportunities and apply promptly - do not give 
up! 


