
          

 Why did you participate in the Chester Difference Award (CDA)? 
To gain recognition for all of the extra-curricular activities that I’ve undertaken whilst at university. 

 
 What extra-curricular activities did you engage with as a participant of The CDA? 
The ECDL: I wouldn’t have thought to do it without being on the CDA.  It’s something that introduces you to 
different Microsoft Office packages, and different aspects of computing, and acknowledges this with a 
certificate that employers will recognise.  It also motivated me to go and see Careers and Employability 
more frequently and to be more aware and engaged with the opportunities available on campus, such as 
UniJob and various EYE training sessions. 

 
 What employability skills did you gain as a result of participating in The CDA? 
Above all, probably my organisation skills.  With the different activities required to achieve the Award I had 
to find out which EYE training sessions and other extra-curricular activities I wanted/needed to attend and 
then I somehow fitted them into my schedule.  Being a third year student I had all the pressure of deadlines 
and volunteer work, so I had to find a balance between what I needed to do and what I could do realistically. 
Another improvement due to the CDA was probably my communication skills.  Through the process of 
achieving the Award you have to complete an application form, deliver a short group presentation and then 
have an interview during the final assessment.  Consequently, undertaking the Award has tested my writing, 
presentation and spoken communication skills and my ability to communicate effectively.  Practising these 
skills under pressure has definitely improved my confidence in my own capabilities.  

 
 Why would you recommend The CDA to other students? 
I think that if you have participated in extra-curricular activities during your time at the university, the CDA is 
the perfect umbrella medium to acknowledge what you’ve done that makes you stand out above the rest.  It 
gives you the chance to use those experiences in an interview setting and the feedback from both Careers 
and Employability and TalkTalk Business staff alike is extremely useful.  If nothing else, it motivates you to 

push yourself to do more and to make the most of the time you’ve got at university. 

Danielle Pickett 

BA English Literature  

 

 


