
19th Century Legal Perspectives: 
Inequality and Prejudice?

Wednesday 11th March 2015
1:00pm - 5:00pm
University of Chester
Westminster Building, Room CWE 017
Parkgate Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ
Attendance is free but places are limited. To book a place, please go to 
www.chester.ac.uk/node/25835 or email fred@chester.ac.uk. 

Diversity Festival Week
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Dr Lorie Charlesworth: is a Reader in Law and History at Liverpool John Moores University. She is the Editor-in-Chief of the 
Liverpool Law Review and amongst many additional responsibilities is a director of SOLON which promotes interdisciplinary 
studies in Law, Crime and History. She has a doctorate in legal history from the University of Manchester and degrees in Law 
and History. Her research interests range from literature as context for legal history; legal local history; World War II war crimes 
trials and investigations; intelligence and military history; methodologies for interdisciplinary research and historical contexts for 
legal theory, though a major interest is in the history of the Poor Law. To that end she has published Welfare’s Forgotten Past: A 
Socio-legal History of the Poor Law, Cavendish-Routledge, 2010. 


Richard W Ireland: M.A.Oxon, Ll.M. London is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Law and Criminology at 
Aberystwyth University. He is one of the founding Committee Members of The Welsh Legal History Society as well as 
being a Committee member of the Centre for Welsh Legal Affairs.   He has delivered the prestigious Hugh Alan McLean 
Lecture in Victoria (Canada) in 1997, the Inaugural Youard Lecture on Welsh Social and Legal History in 2007 and the 
Dodderidge Lecture on Legal History at the University of Exeter in 2011. He has also worked on a number of legal-
historical projects with the broadcast media, including appearances on The Long View (Radio 4) and Lost Buildings of 
Britain : Millbank Penitentiary (Channel 4) and recently on editions of BBC's The One Show, as well as on several 
programmes for Radio Wales. He has written a number of books and many articles on the history and theory of crime and 
punishment. His most recent monographs are "A Want of Order and Good Discipline": Rules, Discretion and the Victorian 
Prison, and "Land of White Gloves": A History of Crime and Punishment in Wales, to be published by Routledge early next 
year, and a rattling good read for all the family. 

13:00 Registration (Tea & coffee available) 
13:20 Welcome & Introduction. 

13:30 Dr Matt Garrett & Hayley Whitaker 
 'Worthy or Worthless: changing attitudes to the poor' 

14:10 Break 
14:20 Dr Lorie Charlesworth 

'The Irish in 19th century Chester and poor law inequalities' 
15:00 Break 

15:10 Richard W Ireland 
'Inequality and Prejudice: the case of Wales' 

16:00 Discussion session. 
16.30 Plenary. 
17.00 Close.

FRED focuses upon and 
specialises in research 
and knowledge transfer 
activities in the area of 
diversity and equality 
across a range of 
disciplines. For further 
details of these events see 
the Forum website at 
www.chester.ac.uk/FRED

CLHiF was launched in 
February of this year and 
focuses upon providing a 
forum for discussion and 
dissemination of ideas and 
research in legal history.    
For further details see the     
CLHiF website at 
www.chester.ac.uk/law. 

The University of Chester Law School hosts both the Forum for Research into Equality and Diversity (FRED) and the Chester 
Legal History Forum (CLHiF).

On the 11th March 2015, both FRED and CLHiF are coming together to host an event as part of the University Diversity Festival 
Week. This event will provide a rare opportunity to see leading experts talk on a range of issues in relation to equality and 

prejudice in the 19th Century. Speakers include:

Hayley Whitaker: is a lecturer at the University of Chester, she has a MA in Military History and was called to the Bar of 
England and Wales by the Honourable Society of Gray’s Inn in 2010. She is currently working on a Doctorate in Legal 
History, Poor Law to Welfare in the first part of the 20th Century and is at present collaborating with His Honour Judge 
Halbert to write a text for students on Oratory Skills. As this year sees the 175th Anniversary of the University. Hayley and 
Matt have teamed up to launch the Chester Legal History Forum at the Law School.

Dr Matt Garrett: is Deputy Head of Law at the University of Chester. He has a Doctorate and Mphil in Legal History and 
an undergraduate law degree, all secured during his time at Aberystwyth. His main interest is in the Poor Law and the 
relationship between the state and the individual. He has had a paper accepted for presentation at this year’s British 
Legal History Conference- The New Poor Law Not So Much A Challenge As A Clash Of Authority. 

http://www.chester.ac.uk/law
http://www.chester.ac.uk/FRED
http://www.chester.ac.uk/FRED
http://www.chester.ac.uk/law

