
Graduate Caroline Hoppé 

Employer Visit Chester and Cheshire (Tourist Board)  

Job Title Project Manager of Cheshire’s Gardens of Distinction  

 

 

What course did you take? 

MSc Management 

BA Marketing and Tourism. 

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

I took the opportunity to study abroad in my second year at the University of 
Chester. It was a fantastic experience but I missed out on the work placement 
module available to all students. Aware of how important it was to develop my 
CV, upon my return in the third year, I joined Visit Chester and Cheshire 
(tourist board), working voluntarily for two days a week within the Marketing 
Department. I learnt many valuable skills which helped me apply the theory I 
was learning within my studies to real life situations.  

During the end of my third year the position of PR Executive at Visit Chester 
and Cheshire was created, I applied and got the job!  

What are you doing now? 

Working in partnership with public and private sector stakeholders to market 
Chester & Cheshire  pro-actively as an appealing place to visit. I manage day-
to-day consumer PR function, manage PR agencies to ensure positive 
destination coverage is achieved. I project manage campaigns, ensuring they 
are on time and on budget. I run a press office function in-house coordinating 
press releases and maximising on news stories. I work with journalists on 
press and familiarisation trips from building tailor-made itineraries to hosting 
visits.  The most rewarding part of my job is generating the stand-out 
coverage in our targeted media list.  

Continuous learning… 

After a year in my position I realised developing my skills is an ongoing 
process and so with the support from VCC I returned to the University of 
Chester to study an MSc in Management as well as working full time.  

I completed my MSc in Management within a year, graduating with Distinction 
in September 2009. Shortly after graduating I took on a new role/ promotion at 



Visit Chester & Cheshire – Project Manager of Cheshire’s Gardens of 
Distinction.  

 

I am now delivering a three year marketing initiative working with funds from 
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) to ensure that Cheshire’s 
gardens are recognised as a key contributor and driver for the cultural and 
visitor economy of Cheshire and the North West.  

I have now been in the new position for ten months and I am thoroughly 
enjoying it! During that time I have been on various courses including social 
media training, sales and networking seminars. The need to update your skills 
is continuous and I am now hoping to start my Chartered Institute of 
Marketing diploma in September 2010.  

 


