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What course did you take? 

Initially I applied for teacher training at Chester but I chose study Early 
Childhood Studies at the Warrington campus. 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

The 3 main factors that influenced my decision were my passion for working 
with children, the amount of people on the course and how approachable the 
lecturers seemed. A BA Honours in Early Childhood Studies enabled me to move 
forward with my career in working with children but didn’t limit my study to 
only teaching.  At the Warrington Campus I didn’t feel like just another person on 
a course, the groups are small and over the duration of your study strong 
relationships are built between students and lecturers.  

Furthermore, the support and commitment found in the hearts of the staff at 
Chester was great. Lecturers within the faculty would do as much for you as 
possible and they are usually just an email away for any support or help you may 
need. They have a caring and approachable nature, always wanting you to the 
best you possibly can and passing on their knowledge in a variety of ways. 

 



Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

I gained excellent academic knowledge about working with children but I also 
gained many personal skills that can be seen to be very transferable to many 
fields of work. I have become my own practitioner and developed my own values 
about what I feel is most beneficial to the holistic development of young children 
today. In addition, I have found my confidence has been boosted throughout the 
course and I have learnt the importance of being organised. I learnt a lot through 
the variety of assessments and modules.  

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

One module in particular that I found very beneficial was the Work Based 
Learning module. I spent 5 weeks at the Warrington Peace Centre, working 
within the Participation through Sport (PTS) section of the NSPCC funded centre. 
I was given the opportunity to work with a fantastic group of people, providing a 
service to all sections of society. Within PTS, I learnt the importance of strong 
team work, that inclusion in society matters and that throughout my career I 
want to make a difference to the lives of children and young people. 

 

Did you use Careers & Employability?  If so, how did this 
help you? 

Careers and Employability are always there to provide support in any way 
possible, even after graduation their support continues for three years, which is 
such a valuable tool. 

 

What are you doing now? 

Following my three years at Chester, I have spent time teaching English to 3-17 
year olds in Japan. Unfortunately my employment came to a sudden end, due to 
the earthquake and tsunami on March 11th 2011. Back in the UK, I continue to 
work with children in a variety of settings and I want to pursue a career in 
teaching. I will be applying for a PGCE or GTP for September 2012. 

 


