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What course did you take? 

Having always harboured a passion for art I knew from a young age that I 
would want to pursue it further in Education.  After completing my A levels and 
a Foundation Diploma in Art and Design, a degree in Fine Art appealed to me 
as a way of developing the skills I had begun acquiring.   

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

The University of Chester offered a very well structured course which allowed 
for flexibility in the subject (you could try out all the art specialisms, painting, 
printmaking, textiles etc. and then choose the right option for you).  This 
flexibility and choice was very attractive.  This, combined with the university’s 
small size which made it friendly, proved to me that the University of Chester 
would be the right place for me.  I also fell in love with the surrounding area, 
and beautiful historic architecture in Chester. 

 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

I relished the opportunity to research an eclectic variety of artists and push my 
skills to the limit as an artist.  As well as this I enjoyed making presentations 
about my work and being involved in ‘art crits’ where my peers and I would 
discuss each other’s work.  This undoubtedly developed my interpersonal and 
communication skills and developed my confidence – something which is 
essential for any job.  As well as this I enjoyed working part time for the 
University of Chester during my degree.   



My unijob in the careers department meant that I was able to fit my work 
around my studies and develop some vocational skills and make new friends.  
It was very gratifying to receive an award for this part time work as Student 
Employee Of The Year. 

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

In the second year of my degree I undertook an ‘Experiential Learning’ 
module, which was work based learning.  The University was very 
accommodating and flexible, allowing me to break this chunk of work 
experience into two different placements.  One was, as my previous high 
school, working in the art department and gaining valuable teaching 
experience with pupils aged from 11 – 18years.  The second work experience 
placement was at the University of Chester, working with the Performing Arts 
department on costume and stage design.  This was an extremely rewarding 
experience and I enjoyed making the costumes but also working with the 
students and staff in the department whom became good friends.  After this, 
my connections with the performing art staff led me to be involved in a 
performance with them at the Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool. This was 
another experience rich with possibilities and learning for me. 

These experiences not only helped me to gain a first class but they most 
importantly confirmed my passion for teaching.  After completing my degree I 
knew I wanted to do my teacher training at the University of Chester, as I had 
enjoyed such a valuable and successful time there already.  I began my 
PGCE in Secondary Art just a few weeks after completing my degree and 
have not looked back since.  My work experience in the secondary school and 
the performing arts department not only helped me to gain my place on the 
course but has also inspired my teaching, as I know teach drama and art 
cross curricular projects.   

 

Did you use Careers & Employability?  If so, how did this 
help you? 

During the PGCE I had to apply for jobs and prepare for rigorous teaching 
interviews – a process which is daunting enough.  However, Careers and 
Employability were more than happy to assist me with this by arranging mock 
interviews for me and checking over my CV and application letters.   

 

 

 

 



 

What are you doing now? 

The advice from Careers and Employability on my applications was invaluable 
and has resulted in my successful appointment as Teacher of Art at the 
Bishops Bluecoat Church of England Academy in Boughton, Cheshire.  I was 
thrilled to accept the position and am eager to begin my work there in 
September.  I am also considering a Masters in Creative Practice part time at 
the University of Chester, which will help me to develop my own art practice 
further as well as inform my teaching. 

I couldn’t have achieved any of this if it wasn’t for the fantastic opportunities 
and support on offer at the University and I’m truly grateful for the lasting 
success it has provided me with. 

 


