
Graduate Claire Mullaney   

Employer Wigan Sports Development and St Mary’s Catholic 
High School, Astley 

Job Title Community Sports Coach/ Teaching Assistant  

 

What course did you take? 

 Foundation Degree in Sports Coaching and BA (Hons) Sports Coaching 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

It was local to me as I planned on living at home whilst studying at university due to 
other commitments! Furthermore, it offered the course that I was interested in 
studying! 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

The course helped me to be more efficient as a result of having to meet strict 
assignment deadlines; my research skills improved a great deal through having to 
use a number of materials to help with the completion of assignments; and I also 
enhanced my time management skills in order to ensure that I arrived at university 
on time for my lectures and any coaching session that I was delivering 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

As part of my course I completed two 10-week placements at Leigh East, the 
amateur Rugby League club that I was involved with at the time (and still at 
present). This included planning, delivering and reviewing coaching sessions for both 
boys and girls aged 8-16. 

What are you doing now? 

I am currently employed by Wigan Sports Development and St Mary’s Catholic High 
School, Astley. (Here I work  on a part-time basis) as a Community Sports Coach 
coaching children aged 7-16 with challenging behaviour who attend Pupil Referral 
Units, as well as delivering a number of community sessions across the borough. 

At St Mary’s I am a Level 2 Teaching Assistant where I work alongside children with 
Special Educational Needs within the classroom environment.  

This year I have been lucky enough to be selected as the assistant coach for the 
England Women’s Student’s Rugby League team, which was a great honour. 

 



What are your top tips for other students & graduates 

Enjoy yourself whilst at university but at the same time put much more effort into 
your studies as it will all pay off in the end. Also, gain as much experience possible 
through volunteering. It is very beneficial for you as a student as well as future 
employers. 

 

 


