
Student Case Study

Work Based Learning

                PHOTO

Quote
“My placement...was 
definitely worthwhile 

and I have learnt 
more than I ever 

thought...It has made 
me determined to 
succeed in a career 

with animals.”

Elizabeth Edwards
Psychology
Cuan Wildlife

Tell us about your placement provider:
Cuan Wildlife is a rescue centre for a wide range of wild animals 
that are sick, injured or orphaned. They care for these animals 
whilst they recover or until they are able to survive successfully 
in the wild. They are a charity dependent on volunteers and 
donations from the public.

How did you secure your placement?
I first became aware of the organisation when I took an injured 

bird there. In order to secure my placement with Cuan Wildlife I approached them independently. Firstly 
via email I then went and met the manager in person and secured my placement with them.

What did you do on placement?
I carried out an independent research project in which I explored how Cuan Wildlife operated and also 
more specifically how animals were successfully prepared to be released back into the wild after they had 
recovered. When I became more confident I was then able to handle the animals and after I had been at the 
organisation for a few weeks I was able to take on more tasks and responsibility by answering the phone 
and completing paperwork.

What new skills have you developed?
My placement with Cuan Wildlife has allowed me to become much more knowledgeable about animals 
species I had no prior experience with. Working alongside many others during my time at Cuan Wildlife 
enabled me to develop my team working skills.

What have you learnt about yourself?
I have learnt that I am able to succeed in a placement that was out of my comfort zone. I realised how much 
I can learn in a relatively short time period and that an animal based career is something I really enjoy. This 
has changed my future career plans. I have learnt that confidence is a key skill in order to succeed in the 
workplace and that approaching tasks with a positive attitude is essential to be successful.

How will this placement help your future career plans?
My placement has enabled me to learn that an animal based future 
career is something I am really interested in. Furthermore, the help of 
my placement and continued voluntary work will be extremely valuable 
in increasing my chances of securing an animal based job in the future.

Do you have any advice for future WBL students?
To do a placement with an organisation you do not necessarily know 
a lot about so you can find out if it is something you might actually 
be more interested in than you initially thought. Also make sure you 
make the most out of the time on placement as it could really benefit 
you in the future.


