
 
About me 
I studied English Language at the University of Chester from 2010 to 2013.  At the end of my second year of study I chose to embark on a three-month 

English Language/Linguistics study placement at the University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany. 

 

About the University of Duisburg-Essen 
I spent my time studying English Language at the Essen campus where I found the staff and students very friendly.  They were also very interested to speak 

to me as a native speaker of English. From the wide range of modules available to study I chose Language and Gender, Accents in British Music and English 

Dialects – Focus on the North. My favourite course was Accents in British Music, which was a module based around group work with the aim of conducting a 

linguistic analysis of the use of accents of a singer/band chosen by us. We then had to present our analysis to the rest of the class. It was in this cooperative 

learning environment that I made friends, which in turn led to meeting other people through social gatherings.  During my studies I also made friends with 

other Erasmus students from all over the world. 

 

Essen and the Local Area 
The University was a short walk to the centre of Essen. One notable place in Essen is the Domschatz Essen, the cathedral 

that is home to the Golden Madonna statue dated c. 980. It is the oldest known sculpture of the Madonna, and is quite 

remarkable. Essen is also great for shopping. One advantage of being a student at the University of Duisburg-Essen was that 

with the student card I got a Semester Ticket which was valid for transport in Nordrheinwestfalen. With this ticket I visited 

many places including Munster, Dusseldorf and Cologne. When my friends from England visited me in Germany we went to 

Cologne. In Cologne we visited the Dom, Shockolade Museum and the Ludwig Museum, which were all great places to visit.  

Cologne Cathedral ( Dom) 

 
Sprechen sie Englisch? 
The biggest issue that I encountered while studying in Germany was the language barrier. All lectures were taught in English, and more people than I 

expected spoke English, but Germans speak German! I had learnt some basic vocabulary before I arrived, but in the first few days “Sprechen sie Englisch?” 

was my favourite phrase! However, I soon realised that this question can only get you so far, so I enrolled onto a free German course through the University.  

This was very helpful and I found that I could survive with the German that I knew. 

 

Overall Experience 
Studying in Germany was a very rewarding experience. I gained confidence, independence, a basic level of German and, most importantly to me, life-long 

friends. This experience has also given me new goals, one of which is the desire to learn German to a higher level, and to come back to work and/or study 

here for a longer period of time than the three months that I was here. This opportunity has been life-changing, has allowed me to experience a different 

country and culture first-hand and has opened my eyes to new possibilities for my future.   


