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What course did you take? 

I chose the 4 year BEd General Primary (5-11) QTS course. I had always wanted 
to work with children, particularly in a school setting, having had inspirational 
and motivational teachers throughout my own school experience. I felt that the 
course offered at the University of Chester would allow me to develop my skills 
in this area, both inside and outside the classroom. 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I chose to study at Chester, because the course offered many opportunities to 
develop skills both inside and outside the school environment. During my time at 
Chester, I was given the opportunity to work with the Education department at 
Liverpool Museums; I gained classroom experience in seven different primary 
schools and two secondary schools; I took part in numerous outdoor education 
trips; I volunteered as a peer mentor with children taking their GCSEs; I became 
involved in local school projects, and was constantly offered more opportunities 
to broaden my experience in education. My time with outside education 
providers opened a window to the many opportunities my chosen degree offered 
me. 

What does your current role involve? 

I am currently working in Austria, at a bilingual classroom company. I travel 
around Austria and am usually in a different town, city or village each week, 
delivering a specialised programme to groups of children aged 6 to 17. We use a 
creative approach to develop confidence and accuracy in their spoken English, 
through games, activities, sports and performance. I have also been involved in 
the development of teaching resources used by the company. 

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your 
current role? 

I feel my experience with children in a wide variety of schools and with a range 
of teaching approaches, has helped me to easily adapt to this role. I have found 
that the units from my course focusing on producing and analysing teaching 
resources have been particularly helpful, and I have even been able to apply my 
knowledge and share my skills with others in the company.  

How did you get into your current role? 

After graduating from the University of Chester, I was offered a maternity cover 
role at a local primary school for the following Autumn term, with a year 2 class. 
Being interested in different education systems and approaches to teaching, I 



had always wanted to teach abroad. I was offered this post for the Spring and 
Autumn Terms. My experience of working with this bilingual classroom company 
combined with my degree, has allowed me to recently accept a post as  KS1 and 
art teacher at  a British International School in Milan, Italy, beginning this 
September. I am thoroughly excited about my career and am incredibly grateful 
to the University for providing me with the wide range of opportunities to 
advance my career. 

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

My advice is to seize any opportunity that comes your way, to learn and 
experience new things! From my experience, it is not just classroom work that 
employers in education are looking for, whether it is a primary position in 
England or teaching EAL in Austria.  


