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Quote
“A good preparation 

for the real world 
of work, and a good 

opportunity to 
explore the industry 
you are interested 

in.”

Faye Smallwood
Events Management and Business Studies
Make Events
Tell us about your placement provider:
Make Events is an events management company that is expanding 
quickly. They organise a range of events from large corporate 
events to more intimate birthday parties. They also offer a 
variety of services from venue finding, to sourcing your party’s 
entertainment, to creating your dream event from start to 
finish.

How did you secure your placement?
I google searched events management companies in Cheshire 
and made a shortlist of the ones that I thought looked the best. 

I then called them up and asked if they offered work placements, explaining a bit about WBL. Make Events 
said yes and asked me to send over my CV – a week later they emailed me inviting me to an interview to 
talk over what I was looking for. Another week later and they emailed offering me a placement.

What did you do on placement?
Venue finds and site visits, creating event plans, producing estimates, researching catering, entertainment 
and décor options for different events, working at events themselves – setting up and de-rigging, helping 
guests, liaising with venues and clients, I also put together PowerPoint proposals and talked to suppliers 
and customers on the phone.

What new skills have you developed?
How to complete all of the above – although I knew the theory behind some of these tasks, it was good to 
put them into practice and develop my practical skills! How to use QuickBooks to create estimates; How 
to use Hoot Suite and Mail Chimp social media programmes.

What have you learnt about yourself?
I would really like to pursue a career in events. I enjoy the working environment of a full time job. I enjoy 
working in a team more when the other members are as motivated as I am and I can push myself to exceed 
the expectations of others.

How will this placement help your future career plans?
It has given me the opportunity to explore the possibility of working 
within the events industry, and made me realise that this is the area 
I feel I would enjoy the most. The skills I learned during placement 
have made me feel more confident about applying for further work 
experience in a variety of events companies, as I feel as though I have 
a better understanding of the industry and the necessary skills and 
experience to do well.

Do you have any advice for future WBL students?
Try to find a placement in the industry that you either want a job in, 
or are passionate about – and try and find it early on! Make sure your 
placement are aware of what you are expecting from them. Don’t be 
afraid to do a little bit extra – your placement will appreciate it and 
may give you more responsibility if they see that you try hard and can 
handle it.


