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Amount of salary from which 9% will be deducted Monthly repaymentSalary

£21,500 £500 £3.75

£25,000 £4,000 £30.00

£30,000 £9,000 £67.50

£35,000 £14,000 £105.00

£40,000 £19,000 £142.50

£45,000 £24,000 £180.00
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Undergraduate Tuition Fees for 2015

All new, full-time undergraduates starting an Honours degree at the University of Chester in September 2015 

are liable for tuition fees of £9,000 per year. The fees for students beginning a Foundation degree at the 

University, or at Reaseheath College, will be £7,650 per year. However, you will not have to fi nd the money for 

fees before you come to University or while you are studying.  Instead, you will be able to apply for a tuition fee 

loan to cover the fee costs.  This means that you can study fi rst and pay back once you have started earning. 

Tuition Fee Loan
Tuition fee loans are available to help pay the cost of your tuition fees. They are paid directly to your 

university or college by the Government. You will not have to make any loan repayments until you have 

left university and are earning over £21,000 per year. Once you are earning over £21,000 you will repay 9% 

of your earnings above that level over the course of a year:  for example, someone earning £25,000 per year 

will have to repay 9% of £4,000 i.e. £30.00 per month.   

Your repayments will be deducted automatically each month from your salary.

If you are an EU student from outside the UK, you can apply for a tuition fee loan if you meet certain conditions. 

Maintenance Loans
Full-time students can apply for Government fi nancial help with living costs in the form of maintenance 

loans and grants. 

Maintenance loans are available to help with living costs and accrue interest at a very low rate (linked to 

the level of infl ation). The maximum loan in 2015/16 for students (in England) living away from home and 

not in London is £5,740. You can apply for 65% of the Maintenance Loan without having your household 

income looked at. This means you can apply without your parents or partner having to disclose any details 

of their income. If you wish to apply for the full loan, Student Finance will have to assess your household 

income and base the amount of your loan on that amount. Your household income is classed as your own 

personal income in addition to your parents’ or partner’s income. 

Please note: only 35% of the Maintenance Loan is income assessed.

Interest rates on loans (tuition fee and maintenance)
For full-time students, interest will be charged at the rate of infl ation (RPI – Retail Price Index) plus 3% from 

the date you take out your loan to the April after you’ve fi nished studying. From the April after you fi nish 

university you will then be charged: 

• the rate of infl ation if you earn £21,000 or less 

• the rate of infl ation plus up to 3% if you earn between £21,000 - £41,000

• the rate of infl ation plus 3% if you earn over £41,000

Your repayment will be deducted automatically each month from your salary.
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Maintenance Grants and Special Support Grants
Also available for new full-time students from lower income households is a non-repayable Maintenance 

Grant, worth up to £3,387 a year. How much you might receive will depend on your income and your 

parents’ income (if you are under 25) or you and/or your partner’s income (if you are over 25). Those with 

an annual income of £25,000 or less will be eligible to receive the full grant of £3,387, while those with 

an annual income between £25,001 and £42,600 will be eligible for a partial grant.  Please note: if you are 

eligible for a Maintenance Grant, your maintenance loan entitlement may be reduced.

Grants are payable in three instalments, one at the start of each term, and do not have to be repaid.

If you are in receipt of, or eligible for, income support or housing benefi t, you may be entitled to the Special 

Support Grant instead of the Maintenance Grant. The amount you can receive through the Special Support 

Grant is the same as that available through the Maintenance Grant, but it won’t reduce how much you get for 

your Maintenance Loan or aff ect your income support/housing benefi t support. You are likely to qualify for the 

Special Support Grant if you are a single parent, your partner is also a student or you have certain disabilities.  

You can apply for a Maintenance Grant or Special Support Grant through your main student fi nance 

application. The Student Loans Company will then review your circumstances and household income to 

assess how much money you may be entitled to. 

University of Chester Bursaries and Scholarships
Chester Bursary

The University of Chester Bursary will ensure that all (eligible) new undergraduate students studying at 

the University will receive £2,000* cash support from the University; £1,000 cash in Year 1 and £500 cash in 

Years 2 and 3 (foundation degree students will only be entitled to the fi rst two years of the Bursary Award 

– i.e. £1,000 cash in Year 1 and £500 in Year 2).  In order to be eligible for this bursary you must:

• be paying a tuition fee of over £6,000 

• be ordinarily resident in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland

• have a declared household income of £25,000 or less

• be studying on a course that does not attract a training bursary e.g. nursing or social work. 

Applicants who meet the above criteria and who receive an off er of a place to

study at the University will be automatically put forward for consideration

using information provided to Student Finance.

Please note: meeting any or all of the essential eligibility criteria does not

necessarily equate to successful application for a bursary.

*This is likely to be made up of in the most part a cash award with an

element of ‘in kind’ benefi t (for learning resource materials and digital

products).

Chester Link Bursary

This fi nancial support package is worth £2,000*, with cash payments of £1,000

in Year 1 and £500 in Years 2 and 3 and is available to eligible students who have attended one of the 

University’s ‘link’ schools or colleges.

Eligible students are those who:

• come from a household whose combined annual income is between £25,000 and £42,600

• will be paying a tuition fee of £6,000 or over

• are ordinarily resident in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland
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• will be entering from one of the University’s ‘link’ schools or colleges 

• choose the University as their Firm choice

• are studying on a course that does not attract a training bursary e.g. nursing or social work

Note: courses based at Reaseheath College i.e. FD Animal Management (Behaviour & Welfare), FD Animal 

Management (Zoo Management), FD Food Manufacturing with Business Management and BSc Wildlife 

Conservation & Ecology, are NOT part of the Link Bursary Scheme.

Details of the scheme and a list of our ‘link’ schools and colleges can be found on our website at

www.chester.ac.uk/campus-life/fi nance. Applicants who receive an off er of a place will be contacted 

in writing by the University. There are a limited number of Link Bursaries and these will be allocated on a 

fi rst come, fi rst served basis. 

*This is likely to be made up of in the most part a cash award with an element of ‘in kind’ benefi t (for 

learning resource materials and digital products).

Care Leavers Bursary

For 2015/16 we also have a special Care Leavers Bursary Scheme, which will be available to verifi ed Care 

Leavers on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. This opportunity is available to new undergraduate students 

starting their programme of study in 2015. The scheme will normally provide Care Leavers with £7,000 

of benefi ts over the 3 years of their programme. The benefi ts will be given as part cash and part ‘in kind 

benefi ts’ to be paid incrementally as follows:

Year 1 - £2,000 cash* and £1,000 fee waiver

Years 2 and 3 - £1,000 cash* and £1,000 fee waiver
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University of Chester Bursaries and Scholarships

For more information on this scheme and how to apply please contact Jamie Morris in Student Support and 

Guidance by email on Jamie.morris@chester.ac.uk

*This is likely to be made up of in the most part a cash award with an element of ‘in kind’ benefi t (for learning 

resource materials and digital products).
 

Chester Excellence Scholarship 

The Chester Excellence Scholarship has been introduced to reward high-achieving students (those students 

attaining grades of ABB at A Level or equivalent), from a household whose annual income is less than £42,600, 

taking up a place at the University of Chester. The package is worth £2,000*, payable through a cash award of 

£1,000 in Year 1, and £500 each in Years 2 and 3. 

To be eligible for this scholarship, students must: 

• come from a household whose annual income is less than £42,600

• be paying a tuition fee of £9,000 

• be ordinarily resident in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland

• achieve A Level grades ABB or equivalent**

Applicants for undergraduate nursing, midwifery, dietetics courses, or the courses based at Reaseheath 

College, are not eligible to receive the Chester Excellence Scholarship.

*This is likely to be made up of in the most part a cash award with an element of ‘in kind’ benefi t (for learning 

resource materials and digital products).

**Further details of the scheme and a list of equivalent A-Level ABB qualifi cations and grades can be found 

on our website at www.chester.ac.uk/student-life/fi nance/bursaries/chester-excellence. Successful 

applicants will only be contacted after confi rmation of results. 

Up-to-date information about the new fi nancial arrangements for full-time undergraduates can 

be found at www.gov.uk/student-fi nance

The following scholarships are off ered on an annual basis:
 
Music Scholarships
Music scholarships (both choral and instrumental) are awarded annually to suitable candidates. The 

scholarships are currently worth £800 in total and this will be divided according to need and the expertise of 

the appointed students.
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The roles involve playing leading parts in the musical activities of the University. Additional details are available 

from the Director of Music, Vicki Bulgin, on 01244 344529 or vickibulgin@crawshay.org.uk.

NB. The value of the scholarships will be subject to review and/or alteration. 

Sports Scholarships

The University of Chester Sports Scholarship Scheme is geared towards helping elite level sports people 

who wish to follow a course of study at the University whilst maintaining and/or improving their sporting 

excellence.

Scholarships are off ered on a discretionary basis to those applicants the University considers to be suitably 

qualifi ed. Applicants will be required to represent the University at the highest level as well as to make 

contributions to student and community sport.  

The scholarships are usually off ered to students who have gained standard admission to an undergraduate 

or postgraduate course at the University on the basis of their academic qualifi cations. Applicants will be 

expected to achieve specifi ed sports performance standards and the award of a scholarship cannot be 

guaranteed. 

University of Chester Sports Scholarships are available to undergraduate and postgraduate students of the 

University who can demonstrate active representation at national/international level. This includes national 

ranking in a particular sport or actively competing in national leagues/competitions. Detailed information 

about the scheme including conditions for eligibility, application procedures and application forms will 

be made available from February 2015 and can be obtained from www.chester.ac.uk/teamchester/

scholarships

Gordon Reay

Student Sports Development, Performance and Coaching Manager

Student Support and Guidance

University of Chester

Parkgate Road

Chester

CH1 4BJ

Tel: 01244 513311

Email: g.reay@chester.ac.uk

www.chester.ac.uk/teamchester

Closing date for applications will be 31st August 2015.
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Course Related Bursaries 
Engineering and Natural Sciences Bursary 

The Faculty of Science and Engineering Bursary will ensure that all new undergraduate students studying on 

the programmes listed below will receive £500 of support, as a cash payment in Year 1.  

• MEng Mechanical Engineering 

• BEng Mechanical Engineering 

• MEng Electronic and Electrical Engineering 

• BEng Electronic and Electrical Engineering 

• MEng Chemical Engineering 

• BEng Chemical Engineering 

• BSc Natural Sciences 

Applicants who meet the above criteria and who receive an off er of a place to study at the University will be 

automatically considered for this bursary. The bursary is available in conjunction with any other bursary you 

may have been awarded.

Engineering and Natural Sciences Excellence Award

Eligible students will be awarded fi nancial support of £2,000, which will be paid as £1,000 cash in the fi rst year 

of study and £500 cash in Years 2 and 3. In order to be considered for a Science and Engineering Excellence 

Award you must:

• be a new undergraduate student starting university in September 2015 

• have a declared household income of more than £42,600. Please note that if your household income is 

 less than £42,600 and you meet the necessary criteria, you will receive a Chester Excellence Scholarship 

 which has the same value (see above)

• be ordinarily resident in England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland

• have achieved A Level grades ABB or equivalent**

Eligible programmes for this award are:

• MEng Mechanical Engineering 

• BEng Mechanical Engineering 

• MEng Electronic and Electrical Engineering 

• BEng Electronic and Electrical Engineering 

• MEng Chemical Engineering 

• BEng Chemical Engineering 

• BSc Natural Sciences 

**Further details of the scheme and a list of equivalent A-Level ABB qualifi cations and grades can be found 

on our website at www.chester.ac.uk/student-life/fi nance/bursaries/chester-excellence. Successful 

applicants will only be contacted after confi rmation of results.

Thornton Prize

The Thornton Prize will ensure that all students studying on the programmes outlined below will receive £500 

of support when they have successfully progressed to the fourth year of an MEng course. This will comprise a 

£500 cash payment at the start of Year 4. In order to be considered for the Thornton Prize, you will be enrolled 

on one of the following programmes at the start of your fourth year:

• MEng Mechanical Engineering 

• MEng Electronic and Electrical Engineering 

• MEng Chemical Engineering
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Course-related Bursaries

NHS Bursaries

Students accepted onto an NHS-funded course which will lead to professional registration in a health-related 

career, i.e. nursing, midwifery or nutrition and dietetics, may be eligible for a bursary supplied by the NHS.  

The specifi c amount received by individual students will be based on their household income. The bursary is 

available to help with day-to-day living costs incurred while studying on the NHS-funded course. In addition 

to this cash award, the NHS will pay the tuition fee contribution for the course.

Full-time NHS students can also apply to Student Finance England for a reduced rate Maintenance Loan which 

doesn’t depend on household income.

Further information on the NHS Bursary Scheme can be found on the NHS Business Services Authority website 

at www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/students 

Social Work Bursaries

The NHS Business Services Authority administers bursaries to students studying approved degree courses in 

social work on behalf of the Department of Health. Although the bursary is administered by the NHSBSA, it is 

not an NHS bursary. This non-income assessed bursary includes a basic grant and a fi xed contribution towards 

learning expenses.

Undergraduate Social Work students in Year 1 will not receive a social work bursary; it is only in Year 2 and 

Year 3 of the course that you will be eligible for a bursary. The bursary value for students enrolling in the 

academic year 2015/16 will be made available in 2015. However, as a guide, a £4,575 bursary per annum was 

made available for 2014 entrants. This revised bursary has been designed to support students whilst they are 

undertaking their 100 day placements in Years 2 and 3 of their course.

There is a limited number of bursaries to award to students therefore not all students

who have been accepted on the Social Work degree will receive a bursary. The

University of Chester will put forward (to the NHSBSA) the names of students

eligible to be considered for a social work bursary and this will be based on

academic achievement at the end of the fi rst year. Eligibility and allocation

of the bursary will be decided by the NHSBSA. Further information on the

Social Work Bursary Scheme can be found on the NHS Business

Services Authority website at www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/students 

Students who are not eligible for the Social Work bursary will automatically be considered for the University of 

Chester Bursary/Link Bursary in Years 2 and 3. Please see above for information on this bursary package.
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For fee information:
The Finance Department

Tel: 01244 511000

For Bursary/Scholarship information:
Student Welfare

Tel: 01244 511550
Email: university.bursary@chester.ac.uk 

For admissions enquiries:
Tel: 01244 511000

Email: enquiries@chester.ac.uk

University of Chester
Parkgate Road

Chester CH1 4BJ

Useful
Contacts

The University of Chester is committed to the active promotion of equality of opportunity. Applications are 
particularly welcome from those groups currently under-represented in higher education. For a copy of our 
diversity and equality policy in admissions, please contact us at: enquiries@chester.ac.uk

              This document is available in larger formats upon request. Please email: enquires@chester.ac.uk for 
                more details.
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