
11 November 2015

The Europeanisation of England in the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries  
Dr Thomas Pickles, University of Chester
The period 950-1350 produced the Europeanisation of Europe as conquerors and colonisers from northern France 
spread a common set of economic, social, and cultural norms across the continent. If in some ways Europeanisation 
was a universal phenomenon, in others it was particular to each region. In this talk, Dr Tom Pickles explores the 
ways in which the Norman Conquest of England produced constitutional, tenurial, feudal, and cultural revolutions.  
These resulted in a new Anglo-Norman identity, built on European norms but peculiarly English.  His talk will also 
include the evidence for the Europeanisation of Chester and Cheshire.
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18 November 2015

Americanisation in Berlin: From Weimar Culture to 
Cold War Division 
Dr Tim Grady, University of Chester
Potsdamer Platz was the throbbing heart of 1920s Berlin. From the massive Wertheim department store to the 
Haus Vaterland, this district represented the spread of modern American cultural ideas. Twenty-five years later, 
Potsdamer Platz was little more than rubble and burnt out buildings, but the Americanisation of German life continued 
apace.  As Dr Tim Grady explores in this talk, throughout both periods, American influences were hotly contested.  
Between the wars, American consumer culture was associated with decadence, decay and lax morals. By the 1950s, 
Americanisation was again contested, only this time through the prism of the emerging Cold War.

25 November 2015

Suburban Sprawl, High-Rises and the Search for a Post-War British 
Urban Identity 
Dr Hannah Ewence, University of Chester
As Britain emerged from six years of war, the nation’s many bombed out cities exacerbated a housing crisis which 
compelled government action. For urban visionaries, architects and socialist-minded politicians, the situation 
presented an opportunity: to re-design urban Britain, to sketch a modernist blueprint for cities across the land, and to 
redraw society itself. In this talk, Dr Hannah Ewence will explore the various urban solutions which emerged, from 
pre-fab housing and Le Corbusier-inspired ‘streets in the sky’, to sprawling suburban estates and satellite cities, 
considering how such schemes reshaped communities, society and the urban landscape of Britain.       

Telephone enquiries: 01244 512160  |  Email: history@chester.ac.uk

Wednesdays 1 – 2 pm at the Grosvenor Museum, Grosvenor Street, Chester

Send cheque/postal order (payable to ‘University of Chester’) to: 
Lunchtime Lectures, Department of History & Archaeology, University of Chester, 
Parkgate Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ.

Admission from 12.30 pm, £3.00 per lecture or payment may be 
made in advance for the full series: £6.00, or pay at the door. 



11 November 2015

The Europeanisation of England in the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries  
Dr Thomas Pickles, University of Chester
The period 950-1350 produced the Europeanisation of Europe as conquerors and colonisers from northern France 
spread a common set of economic, social, and cultural norms across the continent. If in some ways Europeanisation 
was a universal phenomenon, in others it was particular to each region. In this talk, Dr Tom Pickles explores the 
ways in which the Norman Conquest of England produced constitutional, tenurial, feudal, and cultural revolutions.  
These resulted in a new Anglo-Norman identity, built on European norms but peculiarly English.  His talk will also 
include the evidence for the Europeanisation of Chester and Cheshire.
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Americanisation in Berlin: From Weimar Culture to 
Cold War Division 
Dr Tim Grady, University of Chester
Potsdamer Platz was the throbbing heart of 1920s Berlin. From the massive Wertheim department store to the Haus 
Vaterland, this district represented the spread of modern American cultural ideas. Twenty-five years later, Potsdamer 
Platz was little more than rubble and burnt out buildings, but the Americanisation of German life continued apace.  As 
Dr Tim Grady explores in this talk, throughout both periods, American influences were hotly contested.  Between the 
wars, American consumer culture was associated with decadence, decay and lax morals. By the 1950s, Americanisation 
was again contested, only this time through the prism of the emerging Cold War.

25 November 2015

Suburban Sprawl, High-Rises and the Search for a Post-War British 
Urban Identity 
Dr Hannah Ewence, University of Chester
As Britain emerged from six years of war, the nation’s many bombed out cities exacerbated a housing crisis which 
compelled government action. For urban visionaries, architects and socialist-minded politicians, the situation 
presented an opportunity: to re-design urban Britain, to sketch a modernist blueprint for cities across the land, and to 
redraw society itself. In this talk, Dr Hannah Ewence will explore the various urban solutions which emerged, from 
pre-fab housing and Le Corbusier-inspired ‘streets in the sky’, to sprawling suburban estates and satellite cities, 
considering how such schemes reshaped communities, society and the urban landscape of Britain.       

Telephone enquiries: 01244 512160  |  Email: history@chester.ac.uk

Wednesdays 1 – 2 pm at the Grosvenor Museum, Grosvenor Street, Chester

Send cheque/postal order (payable to ‘University of Chester’) to: 
Lunchtime Lectures, Department of History & Archaeology, University of Chester, 
Parkgate Road, Chester, CH1 4BJ.

Admission from 12.30 pm, £3.00 per lecture or payment may be 
made in advance for the full series: £6.00, or pay at the door. 


