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Quote
“I learnt a lot that I 
can now use in my 

future career and it has 
opened my eyes as to 
what route of writing 

I would like to go 
down.”

George Carsley-Bromilow
English Language and Literature
Community Initiatives Associates

Tell us about your placement provider:
Community Initiatives Associates are a publishing and marketing 
company that creates magazines and programmes on a national 
level. One of their magazines is the Community Aware magazine 
that is designed to keep readers updated with the latest news 
affecting their community.

How did you secure your placement?
Through Work Based Learning’s Placement Adverts.

What did you do on placement?
The main task that I have been involved with is creating news and feature articles for the Community Aware 
magazine on a range of topics such as drug use by young people, appeals by the police for information, 
development of life-changing drugs and how failing secondary schools may become academies under the 
new government.

What new skills have you developed?
I have developed my writing skills to a level that I am now able to distinguish my writing style between 
a standard news article and a news feature which allows me to write on a wider range of topics in an 
accurate style. I have learned various methods to document quotes from people to create a stronger, 
balanced article, i.e. telephone, email and vox pops (numerous face to face interviews).

What have you learnt about yourself?
Although I already knew this, the feeling was even stronger during the placement. I didn’t like having nothing 
to do, even though that was rare, and that not having a schedule just made me bored and anxious.

How will this placement help your future career plans?
Being in a placement where I have been writing a lot has encouraged me to go into a career where writing 
is involved. However, I have found general journalism frustrating and 
have realised that if I were to pursue a career in writing it would have 
to be something that I find exciting and engaging to do, with more 
freedoms that general journalism has.

Do you have any advice for future WBL students?
Do not rush into it. I applied for the first placements that had ‘writing’ 
in the job description and although that is what I wanted to do I later 
saw placements that I felt I would have enjoyed more and would have 
been more suited for, but I had already gained a placement so I was 
unable to apply for them.


