
 

Did you participate in any of the following?  
Work shadowing Yes 

Volunteering Yes 

Work Based Learning module Yes 

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above, how did it enhance your career? 
Participating in volunteering, work shadowing and the Work Based Learning module made 
me more desirable to employers who valued that I had put effort in outside of degree 
work. The Work Based Learning module made me stand out because (along with my year 
abroad) I had already lived, worked and studied abroad and so my employers felt 
confident sending me abroad alone. Having the opportunity to spend so long abroad in 
different situations greatly improved my confidence, people skills and my love for the 
language – without which, I certainly wouldn’t have been offered my current job. 
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What attracted you to the University of Chester? 
 The campus and city had a very comfortable feeling; it just seemed to instantly click when I first 
visited at an open day. As well as this, the course details were perfect for me – and Chester was 
the only university that gave me the opportunity to go abroad in both my second and third years; 
a real bonus. 
 

What does your current role involve? 
I am working as the German Account Manager for an international manufacturer of ink 
and toner products. We supply to customers all over the world, from Asda & Carrefour to 
online distributors and independent traders. My role sees me working in our German 
office every other week, overseeing German sales, working on new business 
opportunities and building our brand. 
 

How did you choose this type of work? 
I left university not knowing what I wanted to do. All I knew for certain was that I wanted 
to be actively using the German language skills gained from my degree. I knew what I 
didn’t want to do - which I think is equally as important - but there are so many different 
avenues you can go down with a language degree.  
 

How did you get into your current role? 
 I researched local companies with German links to see what was out there and found DCI 
but they didn’t have any job openings. Following this I registered my CV with a local 
recruitment agency. A week later I was asked to go for an interview with a company who 
had seen my CV and were interested in my language skills because they have a German 
office but no colleagues in the UK who speak German. The company turned out to be DCI 
– the company I was interested in from the beginning, and now I’m using my language 
skills on a daily basis and spending every other week in Germany.  
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Did you use Careers and Employability?  If so, how did this help you? 
I used Careers and Employability mainly in my final year in order to gain some guidance 
on how to go about applying for jobs, writing cover letters & I went to a CV writing master 
class. The Careers staff were great at specifically tailoring my CV and cover letter around 
my degree and helped me see how my skills would be of interest to employers.  
 

Do you have any advice to offer future graduates? 
Don’t panic when you start nearing the end of your degree and still don’t have a clue 
what you’re going to do when it’s all over. Never in a million years did I think I’d be 
working for an international company based in the countryside, selling ink and toner. But 
it shows what is out there, and how, with some research you find out just how many 
different careers there are.  
 
Many people told me I’d be a teacher or a translator/interpreter because I’d studied a 
language degree. There are so many different opportunities out there that apply to all 
kinds of degrees. My language degree made me stand out and the fact that I’d already 
lived and worked abroad was just an added bonus. 
 
Register with recruitment agencies. I gained advice such as how to prepare for interviews, 
CV writing and language test preparations, all of which was useful at interviews.  
 
The only other advice I have is to make the most of your time at university. Although I did 
feel ready to leave after four years, I speak so highly of the University of Chester and the 
experience I had there. I graduated knowing that I was well prepared for the world of 
work, and still completely in love with the subject I chose to study – thanks to hugely 
encouraging lecturers, diverse course details & teaching methods and a close knit circle of 
peers.  

 


