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What course did you take? 

Criminology and Sociology 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I had viewed a couple of other universities before visiting the University of 
Chester and nothing else compared to it! The campus was beautiful and all the 
amenities were close by, if not on the campus itself! During our tour I met some 
of the tutors and they were friendly and made the course sound very interesting!  

 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

Apart from academic knowledge the most important skill I learnt, that I can use 
every day, is confidence. Before I went to the university I was quiet and reserved 
and scared to ask a question, but the tutors ensured that no question was a silly 
one which boosted my confidence to ask them!  

I also learnt to trust myself and my opinion, and not always thinking I am wrong, 
and learnt that asking for help isn’t a weakness it’s a strength to know you need 
help!  

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 



I did a six week placement with the Cumbria Constabulary in Kendal in the Lake 
District. As I wanted to join the police, this was the perfect placement for me! I 
was proud that I had managed to organise my own placement through family 
contacts which helped my portfolio that we had to produce at the end of the 
placement.  

 

It also gave me a firsthand experience of what a police station was like, but also 
the goings on in the background of a station 

 

What are you doing now? 

I am now a PCSO (police community support officer) for The British Transport 
Police based in Manchester. I managed to secure this job four months after 
leaving university with the help of a reference from my criminology tutor. It was 
the longest recruitment process I had ever been through. In total it took me eight 
months of form filling and interviews to be accepted and sent down to London 
for two months of training. I have now been in this job for three months and I 
love it. I have my dream job and I believe that my degree played an important 
role in that!  

 

What are your top tips for other students & graduates 

Three main tips! Work hard all the way through university, use the tools that are 
provided to you from the university (e.g. student support) and finally have fun!!! 
It is one of the best experiences of your life!  

 


