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What course did you take? 

BSc (Hons) Animal Behaviour & Welfare, graduate 2012 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

Living in Scotland, Chester was actually the closest place that provided an animal 
behaviour course.  I knew someone who was in their final year of the degree who 
highly recommended it, and visiting the university secured my preference.  I was 
impressed by the friendly staff and high quality labs, and the City is absolutely 
beautiful - I fell in love! 
 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

The art of referencing and generally being able to write a report have been the main 
skills, alongside public speaking that I've picked up.  Throughout my degree we had 
to give a number of presentations, so, when I recently had to give a public talk about 
water vole reintroductions, I felt quite at home and people remarked on how relaxed 
I seemed - practice makes perfect! 
 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this help your careers planning and research? 



Yes, I spent my 5 week WBL module working at the Scottish Beaver Trial helping with 
the trial reintroduction.  Despite the wind and rain it confirmed for me that I wanted 
to be working outdoors in the field of wildlife conservation.  It felt very rewarding 
and worthwhile, and would stop me piling on the pounds in an office job! 
 

Did you use Careers & Employability?  If so in what way? 

I visited one of the CV workshops - I learnt some valuable pointers to try and avoid 
my CV being instantly dismissed.  They gave me lots of small hints, but these hints 
can easily make the difference between getting someone to take a minute to look at 
your CV and just shuffling on past it. 
 

What are you doing now? 

I work full-time at the Ayrshire Rivers Trust, a charity dedicated to conservation of 
the rivers and their associated biodiversity.  It's the perfect job for me and I'm 
delighted to have it. 
 

What are your top tips for other students & graduates? 

 

Although everyone says it, volunteer!  I volunteered for 3 weeks over Easter at 
Ayrshire Rivers Trust and as a result my boss phoned me during my final exams and 
asked me to start work ASAP.  I appreciate that I was extremely lucky in terms of 
timing, but it still helps to get you known, gain experience and make valuable 
contacts.  Even if you don't get a job out of it, it shows that you did something with 
your time and made an effort instead of just sitting about. 
 


