
MPhil and PhD
The University of Chester off ers the opportunity to 
undertake a programme of research leading to the awards 
of Master of Philosophy (MPhil) or Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD). These awards are assessed on the basis of a thesis 
reporting individual research conducted over a number of 
years (typically 2 years full-time study for MPhil and 3 years 
for PhD, or twice these periods for part-time study). In some 
subjects (e.g. Fine Art and Performing Arts) it may be possible 
to undertake a ‘practice-based’ MPhil or PhD, which involves 
the production of body of artistic work with a shorter thesis 
setting the work within an academic context.

Studying for the degree of MPhil or PhD is very much 
an individual activity and research topics vary widely 
according to personal interests. The University off ers access 
to expert supervision, well equipped laboratory and library 
facilities, training and seminar programmes and support to 
prospective students in developing their research proposal. 
There are currently around 400 postgraduate research 
students, based in Departments and research centres across 
the University.

Occasionally, an alternative route to MPhil or PhD is available 
to members of staff  or University of Chester graduates by 
the submission of a collection of existing published works.  
Enquiries, including eligibility criteria, should be made to the 
Graduate School.

Professional Doctorates
The University also off ers a number of professional doctorate 
programmes leading to the degree of Doctor of Business 
Administration (DBA), Doctor of Education (EdD), Doctor of 
Ministry (DMin) or Doctor of Professional Studies (DProf ).  
These programmes typically involve a number of taught 
modules or negotiated studies at masters or doctoral level 
and a research project at doctoral level leading to the 
production of an individual thesis.

Admissions
Most programmes are available for either full or part-

time study. Applicants should have, or expect to obtain, at 
least an upper second class honours degree in a discipline 
which is appropriate to their intended area of research.  For 
some programmes candidates should also normally have a 
masters degree. Substantial prior research or professional 
experience, may, in some instances, be acceptable in place 
of a fi rst degree qualifi cation. Prospective applicants should 
contact the Graduate School in the fi rst instance to obtain 
further information, and to establish whether appropriate 
expertise exists within the University to supervise a specifi c 
project. Information on bursaries can also be provided by 
the Graduate School.

For Graduate School admissions enquiries please contact:
Email: gradschool@chester.ac.uk 
Telephone: 01244 511358 / 01244 511347
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