
Graduate Iain Buck 
Employer Wrexham Maelor Hospital 
Job Title Registered Biomedical Scientist 

 

 

What course did you take? 

BSc (Hons) Biomedical Sciences. 

I came to Biomedical Sciences as a mature student, having gained a degree 
course in another subject straight after A Levels and going on to work in local 
government finance.  However, as much as I enjoyed my work, I always knew 
that I had followed the wrong path and felt that the time was right to return to 
my original career interest.   

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

The University of Chester was an ideal option as it was local, the course 
content was comprehensive and approved by the IBMS, and, having previous 
experience of a larger university, I felt that the more intimate atmosphere of 
Chester would allow for a greater degree of staff-student support.  I was right.  
Despite my trepidation at re-entering higher education I found that the course 
guided students through the subjects at the right pace, with the right level of 
variety, complexity and assistance.   

The students on the course were a good mix of ages and life experience, and 
morale was good with fellow students more than happy to help each other 
out…not to mention the occasional nights out!   

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 



The BSc Biomedical Sciences covered all aspects of the subject with a good 
balance of practical and theory work.  I would definitely urge students on the 
course to make the most of the modules that relate to the specific disciplines 
in a hospital pathology department, i.e. microbiology, histology, biochemistry, 
and haematology, the work placement and the lectures from visiting 
biomedical scientists to give them an idea in which area they would like to 
work.  The final year dissertation was also a great opportunity to get to grips 
with practical work and research at more depth in an area of interest.  The 
course was well structured and delivered superbly by all the lecturing staff and 
support staff.  Personal Academic Tutors, lecturers and laboratory staff were 
always available and approachable.  Essential support was also given by the 
Library, Work Based Learning and IT departments.   

 

What are you doing now? 

After graduating, I felt ready to move into biomedical employment and was 
lucky enough to secure a job with the NHS as a Trainee Biomedical Scientist 
in Microbiology at Wrexham Maelor Hospital.  Although the initial learning 
curve in the laboratory was steep I was able to draw and build on the practical 
and theoretical work I completed at Chester and soon completed my Trainee 
portfolio and am now a registered Biomedical Scientist. Changing my career, 
and choosing the BSc Biomedical Sciences course at Chester to do it, was 
the best decision I made.  I cannot recommend both the course, university 
and the staff highly enough.   


