
Graduate Jodie Newton 

Employer Grindeys LLP 

Job Title Trainee Solicitor 

 

 

What course did you take? 

LLB (Hons) Law 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

 The location 
 Reputation of the Law School 
 Size of the University (not too big) 

 

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your 
current role? 

Yes 

What does your current role involve? 

It involves managing my own caseload which includes, wills, powers of attorney, 
probate, trusts and court of protection matters.  The role also involves a high 
client interaction and looking after personal affairs.     

  

How did you get into your current role? 

I started as a temporary typist then moved up to Temporary Legal Secretary and 
then permanent Paralegal, a position that was created for me.  I was recently 
promoted to Trainee Solicitor. 

 

  



How did you choose to go into this type of work? 

I had lots of experience in private client work.  The firm decided to take me on 
and subsequently promoted me. 

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how did this help your 
careers planning and research? 

I did both.  I completed my Work Based Learning placement at Hill Dickinson in 
Chester. 

I volunteered for over a year at the Citizens Advice Bureau and as a University 
Student Ambassador.  I also volunteered at several law firms and courts during 
my studies. 

This all helped me realise what career and work environment I wanted. 

 

Did you use Careers & Employability? 

Yes, to have my CV checked and for support preparing for my Work Based 

Learning placement interview  

Did you attend any of the training sessions run by Careers & Employability?   

Yes, ‘Communicating for Success’ 

If so has attending employability training supported you in gaining 

employment or improving your performance in your current role? 

It perhaps helped to boost my communication skills for my current role which 

involves spending a lot of time with clients 

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

Don’t be put off by other people’s opinions.  Work hard and it will pay off.  Don’t 
be afraid to take an untraditional start to your career. 


