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What course did you take? 

Geography and Natural Hazard Management BSc Hons 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

When looking for prospective universities, Chester stood out for 
geography in a number of aspects, even before I had visited – through 
the consistent high placing of the department in the university league 
tables. I attended an applicant day and learnt about the Natural Hazard 
Management strand (previously unbeknownst to me!) which I was 
really interested in. The chance to go on numerous fieldtrips to study 
Badland Geomorphology in Southeast Spain and Volcanic Risk in the 
Bay of Naples, Italy was also a strong factor in my decision, as the 
experience totally changes the way you learn for the better. I was also 
really impressed with the staff and their enthusiasm for their fields, and 
I hoped that would come across in their teaching – which it certainly 
did. 

Needless to say, there was no other contender for where I wanted to be. 
 

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your 
current role? 

In short, I am thrilled to say that yes the subject of my degree was extremely 
relevant to my current role. I am lucky to use my course knowledge so directly in 
my employment. 



A leading theme for me throughout the course was the wide range of 
applications of GIS (Geographical Information Systems) to studies such as 
volcanic risk, landslide probability, etc. But in particular, I was really interested 
in the applications of GIS to flood risk. I began to shape what I wanted to get out 
of the degree by building a personal knowledge base through core modules such 
as Physical Geography (river geomorphology), Hazard Assessment and 
Mitigation (flood risk) and picking optional modules such as Climate Change and 
GIS/Remote Sensing. 

I used all of these interests in my undergraduate dissertation which combined 
the modeling of current and future flood risk with flood risk perception which 
determined the vulnerability of a small flood prone community. With help from 
my supervisor, I learned how to operate a flood modeling program (not taught 
by the department), this was aided by knowledge I had developed through the 
GIS modules.  

Of course, none of this would have been possible if it weren’t for the expertise 
and enthusiasm of the teaching staff for their respective fields. The department 
advocates technology as a primary learning tool, through a large variety of 
techniques which puts graduates from Chester one step ahead when looking for 
graduate jobs. 

I have been back to the department as both a professional and a recent graduate 
to give talks to current students about how employable they are using skills and 
knowledge from their degree.  When I started my graduate job, I realised that I 
had acquired so many transferable skills from my degree. This is a point that I 
convey to the students, that they are more employable than maybe they think. 

 

What does your current role involve? 

I am a Graduate Engineer at Mouchel, an international infrastructure and 
business services group,  who act as wastewater engineering consultants to a 
range of large clients such as Severn Trent Water, Thames Water and Yorkshire 
Water to name a few. I provide technical input and advice on a number of large 
drainage catchments, including Nottingham.  My primary focus is wastewater 
networks, urban drainage and surface water flooding. I use industry standard 
modeling software to build, test and maintain hydraulic models. These models 
can be used to determine flooding locations, where best to place a housing 
development or to test the likely effects on flooding from the changing climate.  

As of May 2013, I have been seconded into Severn Trent Water, one of our 
leading clients. Here I am an Assistant Solution Engineer tasked with assisting 
the Asset Creation team with developing procedures for the identification of high 
flood risk sewerage pipes for rehabilitation. A lot of the work involves liaising 
with numerous stakeholders to agree on solutions regarding problematic 
flooding locations. I am thoroughly enjoying this experience, and it is certainly 
true when people say that learning doesn’t stop when you leave university!   

  



How did you get into your current role? 

In the summer between my 2nd and 3rd year I wanted to gain some experience of 
GIS and flooding in the workplace, to see what it would be like. I heard about 
Mouchel from someone and they had an office near where I lived so I enquired 
about the possibility of a few days work shadowing. They offered me 5 weeks full 
time work experience with pay after hearing about what I had learnt during my 
degree so far. They highlighted that they were not aware that such focused 
courses such as Natural Hazard Management existed and were surprised at the 
quality of the course content and its delivery. 

After 4 days (seeing the skills with GIS I had developed through university), 
Mouchel offered to pay my tuition fees for my final year on the condition that I 
do that year part-time for two years. Although tempted, I declined as I wanted to 
graduate with my cohort and advised them that in a year I would have fully 
graduated with a degree, which they understood. I went back the following 
Easter to some work experience and they offered me a full time job after 
university, which I started 2 months later. 

My tutors offered me unyielding support as I was going through my interview 
preparation, which I really benefited from. The interview itself involved a 
presentation on how everything I had learnt in university would benefit the 
company. One of the Geography department’s key assessments in almost every 
module is presentations, whether they are individual or group based. These 
really helped me improve my public speaking and in turn deliver a good quality 
presentation to my now current employers.  

 

How did you choose to go into this type of work? 

The key phrase here is “how did YOU choose”. Providing you work hard and apply 
yourself throughout university, you will have the choice of what type of work you 
want to pursue. For me personally, this type of work was a natural progression as I 
just wanted to do something that I enjoyed, GIS and Flooding. The job itself fits 
perfectly with my skills developed from university and my future ambitions as a 
professional. The transition between academia and employment has felt seamless, 
which is exactly what you want. 

Plus, there are always going to be flooding problems in the UK especially with the 
changing climate. Therefore, there is always going to be a need for someone to 
manage them! 

 

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

• Huge cliché coming up, but… You will get out of it what you put in.  
University is merely the ‘next step’ (albeit one of the best and most important 
steps of life), so give yourself the best possible chance for your future career 
by creating opportunities for yourself.   



• Embrace technology. More and more employers now are looking for that ‘X 
factor’ in a graduate. Technology and the way it is applied to geography at 
Chester is that X factor. 

• If you are as half as passionate about geography as I am, you will love 
studying it at Chester.  

 


