
 

Did you participate in any of the following?  
Part-time work yes 

Work shadowing In a sense 

Volunteering yes 

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above, how did it enhance your career? 
By meeting people that are already working in the industry, you can get a real sense of 
what to expect upon leaving. The lecturers were fantastic at this – they had a wealth of 
real experience in all areas of the music industry and did their best to impart it, but there 
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What attracted you to the University of Chester? 
The course was described to me in such a way that it seemed exactly what I wanted – something 
that would focus on performing without excluding other factors and allowed me to figure out what I 
wanted to do with music and give me the tools to do it, without having to have a strict 
predetermined role in mind.  
 

What does your current role involve? 
I have what is known as a “Portfolio Career” - that is, I don’t just work for one company or client and 
rarely fill just one role. My main income is drawn from a mix of live performance and studio sessions 
working with a variety of bands, artists and producers. However, I’m also the Assistant Director of a 
Music Development and Production company designed to work with independent artists to provide 
them with all the content they need, in order to gain fans, sales and further music industry 
attention. As a side-line, I also teach at a non-profit extracurricular Music School, tutoring a wide 
range of ages in all aspects Guitar and Bass.  

 

How did you choose this type of work? 
I’m a bit of a believer that in the creative industries, it sometimes feels like you don’t choose 
the work – it chooses you. If you want to work in the music industry badly enough, you’ll 
figure out a way to do it.  
 

How did you get into your current role? 
 Networking was (and still is) key. I approached my university course with the perspective 
that, while my academic degree was very important, so were the people it would introduce 
me to along the way. While I had the financial support of a student loan, I did a lot of low 
paid and volunteer work, taking gigs that nowadays wouldn’t be feasible for me. This 
allowed me to meet people and build up contacts in key areas. A lot of my work has come 
through my friends, colleagues and even former lecturers, so it pays to show people you 
have the right attitude and are willing to work hard.  
 

 



are certain things you are only ever going to learn “on the Job”. While you have a student 
loan to support you is the time to be doing as much work as you can, without having to 
worry so much about money. 
 

Do you have any advice to offer future graduates? 
I think a lot of people trade what they really want to do in life for financial security and 
comfort. And that’s fine for some! But if you want to do something, you can make it 
happen, no matter how impossible it might seem. It might sound a bit of a philosophical 
cliché, but money really isn’t everything. This lifestyle makes me want to tear my hair out 
sometimes, but I wouldn’t trade it for the world.  As I’m writing this now, I’ve had just 45 
minutes of sleep, in the back of a cold van on the way back from a gig that was 4 hours 
away. At 5.30am this morning, I was back on a train to be in an office in Chester for 9am 
working on a different project in a different role. That said, the whole time I’ve been 
surrounded by my mates, who also happen to be my colleagues. I’ve earned enough 
money to pay the bills this week (and maybe a beer or two on my nights off). And most 
importantly, I’ve managed to do that through music, the thing I love most, and nothing 
else. If you want to make it happen, and you’re prepared to put up with the indignities of 
the lifestyle, you’ll reap the rewards. I’m still only just setting out in my career, and I can’t 
wait to see what else is in store. 
 
 
 


