
 

GRADUATE CASE STUDY 
Name of Graduate Katie Adams  

Employer Aldi ( From Jan 2016: Field Guide  
Association of South Africa) 

Job Title Deputy Manager (From Jan 2016:  
Ranger) 

Course Wildlife Conservation and Ecology  
BSc (Hons) 

Year of graduation 2014 

What attracted you to the University of Chester? 
I became aware of the degree through Reaseheath College unaware that the college has links to 
the University of Chester. However the opportunity to study in both environments was beneficial.  
 

What does your current role involve? 
My current role in Aldi, as a Deputy Manager, includes handling paperwork, safe balancing, 
and orders. Additionally for the past 6 months I have overseen and managed the night 
shifts, which includes working deliveries and stock rotation.  
 
However in January 2016 I move to South Africa to begin my training to become a Ranger 
with the Field Guide Association of South Africa (FGASA). This includes 6 months intense 
training which will cover all aspects required to become a successful ranger, including 
tracking skills, advanced rifle handling, 4x4 driving, astronomy, geology, ecology, taxonomy, 
botany, survival and navigation, conservation management and anti-poaching tactics. 
 

How did you choose this type of work? 
My work for Aldi over the past six and a half years has allowed me to complete my degree 
whilst remaining self-sufficient. Furthermore the skills I have acquired through my 
promotion to Manager are transferable to my chosen career. 
 
My choice to become a Ranger has been almost ten years in the making. I first travelled to 
South Africa for 3 months when I was 19 to volunteer at the African Dawn Bird and Wildlife 
Sanctuary. There I participated in rehabilitating injured and orphaned animals and where 
possible re-releasing them back into their natural environment. Since then I have travelled 
back to South Africa with Reaseheath College to participate in ecology field courses and 
also to complete a module in my second year of university. I realised that I wanted to be a 
part of the ongoing research and conservation of South Africa’s landscape, habitats, and 
species.  Recognising that I needed a theoretical background before I could continue on this 
career path I enrolled at the University of Chester, and now I can apply that knowledge to 
the practical aspects of being a Ranger in South Africa.   

How did you get into your current role? 
 I was already aware of FGASA through my prior travels to South Africa so I researched how, 
and if, an international candidate could train and qualify to become a Ranger. There are 
several organisations in South Africa that provide the training required, including Bushwise. 
One of the many reasons I chose this organisation is that they have a high success rate for 
careers after training due to the extra criteria they offer; alongside the intensive training 
and small intake (only 20 students are accepted every 6 months). I was accepted on to the 
course after an extensive phone interview.  
 

Please Insert Photo 



Did you participate in any of the following?  
Part-time work  

UniJob   

Work shadowing  

Volunteering Yes 

Enhance Your Employability (EYE) Training  

Work Based Learning module  

Graduate Head Start  

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above, how did it enhance your career? 
Including volunteering in Africa, I volunteered in Costa Rica for 2 months in 2013. I 
participated in conducting a baseline biodiversity survey within the Osa Peninsula that 
would be used to determine the species richness within the region. The environment and 
habitats are vastly different from the landscapes in South Africa, therefore I was able to 
learn new skills that may be transferable to my career as a Ranger; furthermore I was able 
to observe alternative approaches to conservation and sustainability.  

Do you have any advice to offer future graduates? 
Try to get plenty of work experience; theory will only take you so far. Be willing to do 
whatever it takes and be prepared that you may not always get your “dream” job to begin 
with. We all have to start somewhere even if it is at the bottom. 
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