
ROOM-MATES 
James Knock 

 
Well, if you must know, I’m imaginary. People always say something like 
‘Ooo, that must be interesting’ without thinking. That is if they say anything 
at all, sometimes they just walk off looking lost. Most embarrassing. But 
anyway, if they don’t walk off, or laugh like you just said something 
incredibly funny, they say something like that... 

And that’s just as bad in its way, they’re usually humouring me, or 
perhaps they’re not really listening. Or perhaps it’s the same stupid thing they 
always say. I don’t know, it doesn’t interest me really. That said, I don’t know 
for sure what does interest me, perhaps it does. Perhaps I am so fascinated 
with what people have to say and I just don’t know it. Well, that’s probably 
not true, but it might be, you see? 

No, I thought you wouldn’t. Don’t worry, it’s probably not any 
deficiency on your part; you’ve got a whole brain gurgling away up there. 
What’ve I got? A hypothetical annexe off some silly bugger’s unconscious – 
or is it subconscious? No doubt another bodged job too. You people always 
insist on building your own minds, despite your unifying lack of experience. 

Anyway, the point is... 
I don’t remember, weren’t you listening? I hate it when people don’t 

listen, you could at least make an effort... Ah yes, being imaginary. It’s no 
picnic, let me tell you. Starts out fine of course! It always starts out fine. 
Lonely kid, needs someone to play with, someone to talk to. Then before 
you know it, having someone around whose imaginary is ‘weeird’. Suddenly 
some silly cow’s getting in the kid’s head, telling them to do... Well, all kinds 
of things regarding yours truly – without even the slightest respect for what 
you’ve got to say about it... Dreadful woman. Really, it’s no wonder we 
ended up here. 

Not all their fault, I... I mean, perhaps I could’ve thought one or two 
things through a little better, been a little gentler perhaps... But they made 
everything so... vexed between us. ‘Experts’ – hah! All they did was to set us 
against each other. 

And that business, y’know, with the people. I did not recommend that. 
By that point, whatever I said, kid’d just go along doing the opposite. And 
guess who gets the blame... 

We don’t speak so often these days... 


