
 

Did you participate in any of the following?  
Part-time work Yes 

Volunteering Yes 

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above, how did it enhance your career? 
Working part-time with Chester Race Course and the OTC (Officer Training Corps) did not only help 
out financially while at university, but also gave me experience of the working world, which is vital 
for afterwards. The OTC is a branch of the Army Reserve and this allowed me to work on my 
leadership and management skills, achieving a level 4 diploma in this, as well as teamwork and 
working well under pressure. Confidence with my abilities and talking to others was also developed 
with my time with the OTC. 

 

Did you use Careers and Employability?  If so, how did this help you? 
I accessed help with reviewing my CV and mock interviews. Applying for the NHS Scientist Training 
Programme (STP) was very daunting but I was able have a mock interview with Careers and 
Employability. I may not be the most academic on my course but with the help of Careers and 
Employability I was successful at getting an interview against over 8,400 candidates and then lucky 
enough to get 1 out of 240 places with only 1 position in my specialism. I do not think I would have 
got this without their help. 
 

Do you have any advice to offer future graduates? 
After getting my results I unfortunately got a 2.2 and lost my offer with the STP. However, I am 
now working as a Laboratory Technician and working towards my Masters in Biomedical Sciences. 
I am hoping to apply for a PhD and looking into a career in lecturing as well as commissioning in 
the Army Reserve. 
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What attracted you to the University of Chester? 
The course was accredited by the IBMS, which can be hard to find. Also, Chester is a very beautiful 
place and not too big to be daunting, moving over 250 miles away from home. 
 

What does your current role involve? 
Preparation of water samples with possible contaminations from things such as oil and diesel spills. 

 

How did you choose this type of work? 
It was important for me when leaving university to find a job that at least somewhat involved either 
the knowledge from my degree or the practical elements to use in other areas of similar work. 

 

How did you get into your current role? 
A search of laboratories in the local area and, a friend who had recently been employed at Jones 
Environmental recommended I should apply. She also studied Biomedical Sciences with me and 
there are also various Chester graduates from different academic backgrounds. 

 

 



Leaving university can be daunting and tough. I did not want to end up going back home to Kent. 
So with the passion and determination to aim for what you want, despite any failures that may 
come, never give up and you will achieve what you want even if this is not what you had initially 
thought of. 

 
 


