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What course did you take? 

Photography and Journalism BA Hons 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I wanted to stay close to home (Tywyn, Gwynedd) but had already studied at 
Aberystwyth College for three years and needed a change. I’d visited Chester a 
handful of times but fell in love with the city straight away. 

I also chose it because they offered combined courses and I was still a little 
unsure as to what I wanted to study. This way I got to do both. 

 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

I gained a lot of confidence at University. You’re going into an environment 
where you don’t know anyone and I thought it would be terrifying but I met the 
most amazing people at Uni, people I will be friends with for life. 

 



Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

I volunteered with a Chester charity group (Chester Adult PHAB group) while at 
Uni. They gave me lots of opportunities to practice writing and photography. I 
think it did help contribute to my career plans because having one of my photos 
and article published in the Chester Chronicle gave me quite a buzz and I though 
“I could get used to this.” 

(I also got to meet a few celebs ) 

 

What are you doing now? 

I’m currently working for the Cambrian News, a newspaper which covers most of 
mid and north Wales. When I left Uni in May 2011, like most people I was just 
working a normal job in the local supermarket. Even though I knew I wasn’t 
alone in this, I was starting to get really down about it and thinking that Uni had 
been a waste of time and I’d never get a job in my degree. I was trying to set up a 
photography business but was having no luck getting funding or grants. 

I felt so lucky that, six months later I was able to get a job in my chosen subject of 
journalism, with very little experience. I’m learning on the job and I’m 
considering take further qualifications in journalism. 

 

What are your top tips for other students & graduates 

Don’t panic when you come out of Uni if you don’t get a job in your chosen 
subject. Keep trying, something will come up, and in the meantime take any 
experience you can get, whether it’s paid or not. I was volunteering with a 
charity (Chester Adult PHAB group) while I was at Uni, I ended up having an 
article and pictures published in the Chester Chronicle.  

Put yourself out there, some of my best wedding photography jobs have come 
from a cheeky comment “do you need a photographer?” 

 


