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Firstly, welcome to the English Language degree at the University of Chester. We hope you enjoy 

your stay here. Our aim is to make the course both stimulating and challenging, but you can play a 

part in that yourself by doing a bit of preparation before the lectures and seminars kick in at the end 

of September. 

Texts which will be useful introductory reference books for the study of English Language are listed 

below.   

 Bauer, L. (2012). Beginning linguistics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 Culpeper, J. et al. (2009). English language: Description, variation and context. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave Macmillan. 

 Merrison, A. J., Bloomer, A., Griffiths, P., and Hall. C., (2014). Introducing language in use 

(2nd ed.). London: Routledge.   

 Mullany, L. & Stockwell, P. (2010). Introducing English language: A resource book for 

students. London: Routledge. 

 

For the module EN4301 Structures of English you may find the following helpful (books in bold are 

set texts which will be available free from the university bookshop with the new university Aspire 

scheme - so you do not need to purchase them): 

 Berry, R. (2012). English grammar: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 

 Carstairs-McCarthy, A. (2001). An introduction to English morphology: Words and their 

structure. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

 Eppler, E. D. & Ozón, G. (2013). English words and sentences: An introduction. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 Gick, B., Wilson, I., & Derrick, D. (2013). Articulatory phonetics. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 

 Knight, R. A. (2012). Phonetics: A coursebook. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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For the module EN4302 Language and Text you may wish to try the following: 

 Sutherland, S. (2015). A beginner’s guide to discourse analysis. London: Palgrave.  NB. This 

book is a set text which you will be able to purchase from the university bookshop in 

September. 

 Carter, R. (2007). Working with texts. 3rd edition. London: Routledge. 

 Jones, R. (2012). Discourse analysis: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 

 Montgomery, M., Durant, A., Furniss, T. & Mills, S. (2013). Ways of reading. 4th edition. 

London: Routledge.  

 Simpson, P. (2014). Stylistics: A resource book for students. 2nd edition. London: Routledge. 

Throughout your degree programme, you will be expected to develop your writing skills. This book 

will help you in the early stages: 

Godfrey, J. (2016). Writing for university. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. NB. This book will be 

available free from the university bookshop with the new university Aspire scheme - so you do not 

need to purchase it. 

When you arrive in September you will be provided with an extensive reading list.  Multiple copies 

of most of these books are housed in the University Library, so don’t worry if you can’t afford to buy 

all of them. 

Good luck! 

Dr Clara Neary, Programme Leader, Combined Honours English Language 


