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As well as the texts listed below, you are encouraged to read Earnshaw, Steven (ed.), The 
Handbook of Creative Writing, second edition (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2014). 
This is a book which gives lots of useful advice in many different areas of Creative Writing. Copies 
are available in the university library.  
 

EN4104 Writing Drama 

Module Convenor: Dr Graham Atkin (g.atkin@chester.ac.uk) 

SET TEXTS: 

There are 3 set texts which you need to own for this course. The University bookshop would be a 

good place to look for them.  The editions below are the recommended ones: 

 Alan Ayckbourn, The Crafty Art of Playmaking (London: Faber and Faber, 2004) 

NB. This book will be available free from the university bookshop with the university Aspire 

scheme - so you do not need to purchase it. 

 Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire (London: Methuen Student Editions, 1984) 

 Tony Kushner, Angels in America  (London: Nick Hern Books, 2007) 

We’ll also be looking at Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri by Martin McDonagh 

(photocopies of some parts of this screenplay will be distributed in seminars).  The greatest 

celebrity of all dramatic writing is, without doubt, William Shakespeare, so we will also be talking 

about two of Shakespeare’s plays: Othello and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  You should get 

copies of these plays (New RSC, Oxford or Arden editions particularly recommended). 
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EN4105 Writing Poetry 

Module Convenor: Dr Ian Seed (i.seed@chester.ac.uk) 

The module is one of three core modules for Creative Writing students at level four. It will introduce 
you to the basic techniques of writing poetry and poetry criticism. The module focuses on reading 
as well as writing, and you will study a range of poetic forms and techniques, in order to learn how 
to employ these things in your own writing. The essential concept of ‘poetry’ – uniquely 
concentrated and vivid language shaped into literary form – will be explored, as you experiment 
with many different ideas and styles in your own poetry. 

The set texts for this module are:  

 Matthew Sweeney and John Hartley Williams, Write Poetry and Get It Published (London: 
Teach Yourself, 2010) 

 Neil Astley (ed.), Staying Alive: Real Poems for Unreal Times (Newcastle: Bloodaxe, 2002) 
NB. This book will be available free from the university bookshop with the university Aspire 
scheme - so you do not need to purchase it. 

 Jeffrey Wainwright, Poetry: The Basics, 3rd Edition (London: Routledge, 2015) 
NB. This book will be available free from the university bookshop with the university Aspire 
scheme - so you do not need to purchase it. 

You should also keep an eye out for other poetry (particularly contemporary poetry) – the more 
poetry you read, the better. 
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EN4106 Writing Prose  

Module Convenor: Professor Alan Wall (a.wall@chester.ac.uk) 

This is one of the three core modules for Creative Writing students, and focuses on prose fiction: 

both novels and shorter fiction. You will read an exciting range of writing, and analyse the ideas and 

techniques used, in order to learn how you can employ these ideas and techniques successfully in 

your own fiction. 

The set texts for this module are:  

 Carter, Angela, Burning Your Boats: Collected Short Stories (London: Vintage, 1996) 

NB. This book will be available free from the university bookshop with the university Aspire 

scheme - so you do not need to purchase it. 

 Cook, Elizabeth, Achilles (London: Methuen, 2002) 

 Cunningham, Michael, The Hours (London: Fourth Estate, 2003) 

 Ondaatje, Michael, Coming Through Slaughter (London: Bloomsbury, 2004)  

 Vonnegut, Kurt, Mother Night (London: Vintage, 1992) 

You will also need to purchase the textbook for this module. You aren’t required to read this in 

advance, but you may enjoy having a flick through it before the start of the academic year: 

 Lodge, David, The Art of Fiction (London: Vintage, 2011) 

You will need to buy your own copy of these core texts - you will be reading them regularly, 

annotating them, and bringing them to seminars. They will be available for you to purchase from 

the university bookshop when you arrive. However, you can also buy them online (often more 

cheaply). You should buy the editions specified here.  
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