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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Texts which will be useful introductory reference books for the study of English Language are listed below.   

 Bauer, L. (2012). Beginning linguistics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 Culpeper, J. et al. (2009). English language: Description, variation and context. Basingstoke: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

 Merrison, A. J., Bloomer, A., Griffiths, P., and Hall. C., (2014). Introducing language in use (2nd 
ed.). London: Routledge.   

 Mullany, L. & Stockwell, P. (2010). Introducing English language: A resource book for students. 
London: Routledge. 

EN4301 Structures of English  

You may find the following helpful (books in bold are set texts which will be available free from the 

university bookshop with the new university Aspire scheme - so you do not need to purchase them): 

 Berry, R. (2012). English grammar: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 

 Carstairs-McCarthy, A. (2001). An introduction to English morphology: Words and their structure. 
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

 Eppler, E. D. & Ozón, G. (2013). English words and sentences: An introduction. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 Gick, B., Wilson, I., & Derrick, D. (2013). Articulatory phonetics. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 

 Knight, R. A. (2012). Phonetics: A coursebook. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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EN4302 Language and Text  

You may wish to try the following: 

 Sutherland, S. (2015). A beginner’s guide to discourse analysis. London: Palgrave.   

 Carter, R. (2007). Working with texts. 3rd edition. London: Routledge. 

 Jones, R. (2012). Discourse analysis: A resource book for students. London: Routledge. 

 Montgomery, M., Durant, A., Furniss, T. & Mills, S. (2013). Ways of reading. 4th edition. London: 

Routledge.  

 Simpson, P. (2014). Stylistics: A resource book for students. 2nd edition. London: Routledge. 

 

Throughout your degree programme, you will be expected to develop your writing skills. This book will 

help you in the early stages: 

Godfrey, J. (2016). Writing for university. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. NB. This book will be 

available free from the university bookshop with the new university Aspire scheme - so you do not need 

to purchase it. 

When you arrive in September you will be provided with an extensive reading list.  Multiple copies of most 

of these books are housed in the University Library, so don’t worry if you can’t afford to buy all of them. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

EN4001 Studying Literature 

EN4001 Studying Literature is a foundational core module for all first-year students of English. Using a 

range of texts (plays, poems, short stories and novels) from the Renaissance onwards, the module 

introduces you to the key skills involved in reading, writing essays, sitting examinations and giving oral 

presentations at university, as well as introducing you to the important foundational techniques, tools 

and terminology of literary criticism. These will be applied and developed through the discussion and 

analysis of individual texts in seminars. The content will also offer a ‘taster’ of the wide variety of literature 

which, as a student of English, you may encounter during your university degree at Chester. You will study 

poetry by Donne and the Romantics; short stories (for example, by Poe and Charlotte Perkins Gilman); 

drama by Wilde and Shakespeare; and novels by Dickens, Austen and McEwan. 

As you can imagine, with so much ground to cover, keeping up with reading for the module can be 

challenging. You will find it very advantageous, therefore, if over the summer you buy and read the books 

listed below. Please make every effort to obtain the editions stated; these editions are, firstly, reliable 

and, secondly, include useful critical material. They will also be available from the University bookshop on 

campus at the start of term. 

 Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey, edited by Susan Fraiman (New York and London: W.W.Norton & 

Co., 2004) [ISBN 978-0-393-97850-6] 

 Henry James, The Turn of the Screw, edited by Deborah Esch and Jonathan Warren (New York 

and London: W.W. Norton & Co.,1999) [ISBN 9780393959048] 

 Ian McEwan, Atonement (London: Vintage, 2002) [ISBN 978-0099429791] 

 William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night, edited by Roger Warren and Stanley Wells (Oxford: OUP, 

2008) [ISBN 978-0199536092] 
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EN4002 Approaches to Literature 

CORE TEXTS 

These are the two set texts for the course.  The text shown in bold will be available free from the 

university bookshop with the new university Aspire scheme - so you do not need to purchase it: 

 Andrew Bennett and  Nicholas Royle, Introduction to Literature, Criticism and Theory, fourth 

edition (Harlow: Pearson, 2009) 

 Peter Barry, Beginning Theory, third edition (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009) 

We will also be studying the following two novels and their film adaptations, in addition to other literary 

texts.  You will therefore need your own copies of the books and DVDs: 

 J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (London: Bloomsbury, 1997)   

 Chris Columbus (dir.), Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (Warner Bros., 2001) 

 Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games (London: Scholastic, 2008) 

 Gary Ross (dir.), The Hunger Games (Lionsgate, 2012) 

 Francesca Haig, The Fire Sermon (New York: Gallery Books, 2015) 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS 

The following books are recommended (rather than set) texts.  You do not have to buy these, but if you 

can afford them they are worth getting, as your understanding of the material on the course (and, 

indeed, of your three years studying English) will be improved a great deal by reading them and applying 

their ideas.  They may be available cheaply second hand (e.g. at the university bookshop, second-hand 

shops in town; or on-line via abebooks.co.uk, Amazon marketplace or eBay, for instance).  If you can get 

an earlier edition for less than a more recent one, this is acceptable.  And of course, you can borrow 

them from the university library:  

 Robert Eaglestone, Doing English, third edition (London: Routledge, 2009) 

 Julie Rivkin and Michael Ryan (eds), Literary Theory: An Anthology, second edition (Oxford: 

Blackwell, 2004).   


