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What course did you take? 

I studied BSc Sociology  

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

The first thing that attracted me to the university was its surroundings.  I came 
to an open day and visit day and really enjoyed both days out.  When I met with 
staff I received a very warm welcome.  

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your 
current role? 

Extremely, I am regularly called upon for my sociological expertise within 
certain projects: exploring culture, ideology and philosophical theory around 
events that occur in theatre. Aside from sociological knowledge, the analytical 
skills I gained from my degree are used daily in every project.  

What does your current role involve? 

The role of Strategic Analyst requires theoretical technical and professional 
knowledge in which a range of experience is applied to carrying out project 
work, including an awareness of the commercial and intellectual property 
framework in which Defence Science Technology Laboratory (DSTL) operates. I 
am responsible for making reliable and consistent judgments with minimal 
guidance and I take a proactive approach to customer relationships, facility 
operations, standards, continuous improvement and management of work 
within a team context. 
 
(This is what they say I do… and it is what I do but there is a lot more to it…) 
 
I have learnt so much from my current environment, things that unless you are 
in this building you would not have an insight to. It has been fantastic in every 
way. 

 

How did you get into your current role? 

I found the position by joining the Civil Service jobsite 

  



How did you choose to go into this type of work? 

My dissertation fuelled my need to explore the defence security arena as the 
topic was very engaging, and the reading I completed made me motivated to gain 
work in this area. 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how did this 
help your careers planning and research? 

I did, it loosely helped as it was working within a government setting but in a 
different country, looking at social welfare in a developing country. 

 

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

Make sure each application is unique don’t do a general application and change 
the odd word here and there. I have taken part in sifts here as an objective 
member of staff. Make sure you tailor each job application so you stand out. 


