
1 year full time 

2 years part time

The Chester MBA
Become the leader you want to be through the Chester MBA.
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Transforming leaders at the University of Chester
Business School
Are you ready to invest in your future and realise your potential? Whatever your future career aspirations may be, the 
Chester MBA will give you the opportunity to gain the right tools and mindset to make those aspirations a reality. We are 
proud to off er a values-based MBA with a proven track record of success working with learners from globally recognised 

companies, and many types of sectors and industries. The values are:

   ●  Developing transformational leaders – so our learners can have a professional and personal impact in preparing for future  

  senior management roles

   ●  Inspiring ethical leaders with integrity 

   ●  Cultivating refl ective-action learners – where we harness the power of collective  learning by converting theory into  

 practice on a weekly basis, enhanced through the MBA Learning Action Groups.

On the Chester MBA, you’ll be stimulated by, and study alongside, intelligent peers. You’ll have the opportunity to 
nurture the ability, skills and viewpoints that can enable you to become a diff erent kind of contender and make 
professional and personal ties that carry lasting rewards.

Achieve your ambitions and see why our MBA is distinctive
Our MBA will give you the chance to change not only your career prospects, but also your outlook of business. The 
Chester MBA is fl exible in length, with a wide range of electives intended to match your career goals.

The world of business is exciting but fi ercely competitive. The Chester MBA supports you to meet these challenges to stand 
out and succeed. The MBA teaching team has outstanding, research-driven academics, who are also very experienced 
business professionals. We also have a range of learners from many diff erent industries, who may be in senior roles 
and come from cultures around the world. As a result, this generates an exciting and diverse on-campus experience in the 
beautiful city of Chester.

Why choose the University of Chester Business School? 
We have global businesses on our doorstep and a multitude of nationalities on our course, creating an exciting and diverse 
community. At our Business School, academic quality combined with our links to the business community will help you 
discover your potential and fl ourish in today’s international corporate environment. 

Our world-class Business School is based at Churchill House, which was named in honour of of one of its historic visitors dating 
back to when the premises was created in 1937. Churchill House was reputedly the location for top secret meetings between 
Sir Winston Churchill, General Eisenhower and General de Gaulle, making it a fi tting location to train strategic decision makers 
and managers of the future!

Apply and see where your future may take you... 



Customise your own MBA
All of our students on the MBA course have diff erent objectives, focuses and learning 

styles. As you negotiate your path, we off er you a range of options so you can adapt your 

MBA to meet your career goals, through our range of exciting assessment strategies. The 

course gives you the choice of electives across a variety of subject areas, providing you 

with fl exibility in your learning. 

The MBA combines theory and practice with a structure you can adapt to meet your 

management and learning requirements.

The Chester advantage
Chester is well-known for its beauty and charm, and as soon as you arrive in Chester you 

will appreciate the city’s unique atmosphere and sense of history. Not only is Chester a 

cultural hub but it is also home to a number of fi nancial institutions and global companies 

such as Airbus, KPMG, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Tetra Pak, Bank of America, M&S Bank and Royal 

Bank of Scotland.

Through our links to this range of businesses, you will get a privileged viewpoint into some 

of the globe’s most successful and pioneering businesses. 

Diverse student backgrounds 
Our students come from extremely diff erent occupations. Your background may be in 

fi nance or retail. Perhaps you would like to change your job, discover another industry or 

start a new business? 

Realise your potential
At the University of Chester Business School we will assist you to become a standout 

candidate in the world of business. Enrolling on our MBA will reward you with an 

unforgettable learning experience and give you the chance to take your career to another 

level. Having peers from across the globe will also allow you build a global network. 

“The MBA has been enlightening – you don’t know how much you 
don’t know until you see other people’s outlook on issues and gain an 
understanding of other people’s viewpoints and motivation.”
Joe O’Kane MBA 2015, Operational Excellence Manager, Essar Oil UK

Global companies are based on
the doorstep.

100% of our MBA students agreed
 that as a result of the course,

they were more confident about
independent learning.*
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“I found the experience of completing the 
MBA to be very rewarding, especially now 
that I have gained the qualifi cation and 
started to put it to good use in my career.”
Tony Derbyshire
Head of Supply Chain, MA Assist Limited

“It has been good to spend time learning 
again and challenging myself. It has also 
been enjoyable meeting people from 
diff erent business areas and sharing ideas.”
Darren Davies
Operations Director, The Clever Baggers
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MBA Course Structure
STAGE 1 (60 credits)

Postgraduate Certifi cate in

Management Studies

■ Leadership in Action

■ Marketing Across Boundaries

■ Finance for Managers

STAGE 2 (120 credits)

Postgraduate Diploma in

Management Studies

■ Leading and Managing Ethically

■ Strategic Management

■ Managing Excellence in Processes and 

 Projects

■ Creative Thinking and Problem Solving  

 for Managers

■ Strategic Service Management

■ International Marketing Strategy

■ International Business

STAGE 3 (180 credits)

Master’s in Business Administration

■ Preparing for Research Consultancy

■ Management Research in Action

Our MBA has 94% student satisfaction,
12% above the national average.*

*Part-time course statistics only (www.heacademy.ac.uk/resource/postgraduate-taught-experience-survey-2015)

14,000 students from 110 countries
have passed through our doors in the 

last five years.

Chester Business School is 21st
of 130 Business Schools.

Chartered Association of Business Schools



How have you found the 
experience?
“It’s defi nitely been a positive experience so far. The 

student induction day was incredibly welcoming and 

informative – it set out everything we needed to know 

before starting, which was great in terms of setting 

expectations. 

“Before starting the course I imagined classes full of 

theories, but they’ve all had a really good balance of 

theory and practical application. I’ve also really enjoyed 

the social aspect of the course – most classes allow us 

the opportunity to collaborate with our peers and apply 

our learning to current business issues. With a wide range 

of industries and experience in our cohort, this has been 

especially interesting.”

Why did you decide to do the MBA 
and how is it helping you in your 
job? 
“It has always been a personal goal of mine to complete 

an MBA, and when the off er came up for my employer to 

sponsor my studies, I jumped at the opportunity. As well 

as being a globally recognised qualifi cation respected by 

employers, I felt the degree would provide me with a more 

rounded, high-level view of business. 

“Also, I fi nd that one of the main themes of this course has 

been to push us out of our comfort zones; for example, 

class presentations have made me a more confi dent 

public speaker, assignments have helped improve my 

critical thinking – the list goes on. I believe these are all 

transferable skills essential to leadership.”

What have you enjoyed most?
“All of the homework! Okay, maybe not the homework. 

I’d defi nitely have to say the opportunity to network with 

peers with a wide range of industries, backgrounds and 

experience levels has been the most enjoyable part of 

the course so far. It’s interesting to hear about challenges 

diff erent industries face, as well as receiving diff erent 

perspectives for challenges I face within my own industry.” 

What has been the biggest gain, 
personally and professionally?
“I’d be lying if I said this course hasn’t been challenging. 

Being on the part-time executive course, there are 

moments when you don’t know how you can juggle all 

of your commitments. That being said, you soon fi nd 

your own rhythm and fi nd a way to make it work. Biggest 

personal gain? I’ve had two: time-management skills, and 

realising I’m a lot more resilient than I thought. 

“In terms of my biggest professional gain, I’d have to say 

the ability to view work issues through diff erent business 

lenses. Being able to ‘see the bigger picture’ has given 

me more confi dence in my position to tackle whatever 

problems that come my way.”

What were you doing before you 
were on the course?
“Before the course, I had been working full time in my 

position, and had just recently started my maternity 

leave. I had become a new mom three months prior to 

starting the course, so 2015 was all about new beginnings, 

challenges and coff ee!”

What were the highlights of
year one?
“Surviving year one! It’s been a challenge, but very 

rewarding. Bring on year two!”

Lydia Lin
Credit Risk Strategy Analyst

Bank of America Europe Card Services (MBNA)
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Further Information and Applications 

In keeping with the mission statement of University of Chester and the Faculty’s commitment to widening access and participation, the Faculty of Business 

and Management offers a flexible entry system for mature students, and for students who possess non-standard entry qualifications.

The University of Chester is committed to the active promotion of equality of opportunity. Applications are particularly welcome from those groups currently 

under-represented in higher education. For a copy of our diversity and equality policy in admissions, please contact us at enquiries@chester.ac.uk

This document is available in larger formats upon request. Please email enquiries@chester.ac.uk for further details.

Your future career

In order to gain a competitive edge on other candidates, our Careers and Employability team aim to help you get that job after 

completing your MBA. They can assist with mock interview training, enhancing your CV and how to write that standout covering letter.

Our Business School offers you an unforgettable MBA experience in the heart of the beautiful city of Chester. Take a look at our virtual 

tour and video to see our modern facilities:

 www.chester.ac.uk/student-life/queens-park-campus /virtual-tour

Contact us by telephone or email:

Full-time enquiries:

Tony Ward

MBA Director and Senior Lecturer in Strategic Management and Business Law, University of Chester Business School

Tel: +44 (0)1244 511893

Email: t.ward@chester.ac.uk

Part-time enquiries:

Dr Tom Williams

Executive MBA Director (PT), University of Chester Business School

Deputy Head of Department: Business and Finance

Tel: +44 (0)1244 513116

Email: williams.t@chester.ac.uk

In keeping with the mission statement of University of Chester and the Faculty’s commitment to widening access and participation, the Faculty of Business 

and Management offers a flexible entry system for mature students, and for students who possess non-standard entry qualifications.

The University of Chester is committed to the active promotion of equality of opportunity. Applications are particularly welcome from those groups currently 

under-represented in higher education. For a copy of our diversity and equality policy in admissions, please contact us at enquiries@chester.ac.uk

This document is available in larger formats upon request. Please email enquiries@chester.ac.uk for further details.

www.chester.ac.uk/pg/mba-fulltime

www.chester.ac.uk/pg/mba-parttime


