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What course did you take? 

MA Clinical Counselling 

(Research Dissertation only – having already completed the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Counselling in 2010) 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

The excellent reputation of the course and the University (with past students and 
employers) and BACP accreditation of the course 

 

Apart from academic knowledge, what other transferable 
skills did you gain? 

I’ve gained so many skills. Just as important as the academic and employability 
skills have been the relationship and communications skills which I can apply in 
my day to day life. I believe they have helped me improve my personal 
relationships.  I may well also attend a European Computer Driving Licence 
(ECDL) course run by LIS. 

 



Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

I completed an unpaid clinical placement as part of my studies. This helped me 
identify the types of work I would like to do following qualification, as well as 
identifying areas for further study. 

As part of my career development plan I chose to complete a PGCE to enhance 
the teaching /academic aspect of my career. 

 

What are you doing now? 

I now have what could be called a ‘portfolio’ career. This works really well for me 
since it enables me to balance my personal and family commitments with further 
study and work. 

 

I work as a Visiting Lecturer in Counselling at the University of Chester and 
Glyndwr University.  I have a small private practice as a Counsellor / 
Psychotherapist working with adult individuals and couples.  

Additionally, I run workshops based on my MA research and plan to commence 
PhD research at Chester in September. 

 

What are your top tips for other students & graduates? 

Choose a subject area you are really curious about. Writing assignments and 
doing research are much more fun when you have a passion to know more about 
the subject. 

 

Use the fantastic resources available at Chester. The library staff and learning 
support staff are hugely welcoming and helpful – especially when returning to 
study as a mature student. 


