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What course did you take? 

BA Hons Media Studies TV Production (2001 – 2004).  

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I began my BA Media Studies (Television Production) at Warrington in 2001, I 
graduated in 2004. I found Warrington to be a fun and friendly place to study 
that prepares you for life after University. As with all Universities the more 
work you put in the more rewards you gain, this was no exception at 
Warrington. 

 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

In my third year of my degree I was voted Campaigns Officer for the Students 
Union. The year I worked for the Union was the first year the merger between 
Warrington and Chester College began: this in itself brought challenges which 
helped me to gain skills that I have used since graduating, such as attending 
meetings, organisation, discussing different issues, listening to different types 
of people, producing leaflets and pamphlets.  

It was through my volunteering work as an Executive Officer that I completed 
200 hours as a Millennium Volunteer. This is something that I have been 
asked about in every job interview/ work experience placement I have had.  

In the second year of my degree I had to complete a nine week work 
placement. I was lucky to have a placement at BBC Manchester working on 
the series Mastermind. Initially I worked as a runner but I kept asking the 
production manager and producer if there was anything else I could do or help 
with. It was because of my persistence that I was able to have a few sessions 



with the editor and able to work on a pilot programme that was being 
recorded.  

I then stayed as a paid employer after the placement was completed. The 
work experience was extremely useful as I was able to leave University with 
experience in my chosen field from a well-known company. In doing the work 
experience it has given me an advantage when applying for jobs. 

What are you doing now? 

After graduating from Warrington I decided to move back to Cardiff. I began 
working in a bar at night and working for free for different production 
companies during the day. In the beginning I worked for some small 
production companies. I worked on a film and a music video, I didn’t like 
working on either so I made a list of my strengths and weakness to decide 
what I wanted to do.  

In University I had always been good at Media Law and Factual Programmes 
/ Documentaries, so I began getting more work experience in those areas. 
After working for a number of companies I found I was good at using my voice 
especially on radio and I enjoyed talking to different types of people. Once I 
had done work experience in the newsroom I found that was the environment 
I most enjoyed working in mainly because if the fast pace, the variety of 
stories/ subjects as well as being able to be creative with news packages. I 
was able to get a job working as a freelance runner in the ITV Wales 
newsroom.  

The job was hard work, unpredictable with long hours, but as I wanted to work 
as a journalist it gave me invaluable experience. It was while I was working at 
ITV Wales that I met a fellow Warrington student who had studied Media 
Studies (Radio Production), she had graduated five years before me and 
currently works as a presenter/ journalist. After speaking to her I felt the best 
way forward for my career would be to complete a PG Dip in Journalism 
which I am now saving up for and hope to begin September 2006.  

Once I decided I wanted to go back to University I left ITV Wales as a runner, 
having already gained the skills and experience for my CV. As all my work 
experience has been in Broadcast Journalism I felt it would be beneficial to 
work in written journalism. I currently work for a housing association in Cardiff 
in the development department. My job involves writing articles for the 
housing magazine produced for people in South Wales as well as designing 
newsletters, leaflets, posters, press releases, marketing and publicity sheets. 
This job is allowing me to have my work published as well as developing my 
writing skills as a journalist. 

Although I am working in the Housing Association for the near future I will also 
be working in London on BBC One News for a week. This is to keep my 
knowledge and skills up-to-date so that any jobs or courses that come up 
which I want to apply for means I will be the best candidate possible. 

 


