
Retirement News

After 8 years as Head of the Law School, Professor Roger Kay retired at the end of August, but will still 
remain an emeritus Professor of the University.  Professor Kay was the founding Head of the Law School 
and you can chart the Law School’s growth and success over the last 8 years by looking back at the 
previous issues of this newsletter.  Phil Hunter who joined the Law School in 2005 and was Deputy Head 
takes over as the new Head.

in this issue...  student news & activities...  research activity...  staff news...
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news le t te r

During U.S. President George W. Bush’s 2002 State of the Union Address he 
laid the groundwork for the National Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) Pro-
gram. With financial support from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office 
of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, and management from the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police, the VIPS Program is celebrat-
ing its 10th year of providing support and resources to state, local, tribal, and 
campus law enforcement agencies interested in developing or enhancing a 
volunteer program and for citizens who wish to volunteer their time and skills 
with a law enforcement agency.

 
 

VOLUNTEERS IN 
POLICE SERVICE
!"#"$%&'()*+&+,"-&."+/0+1"%2(-"

Please note that car parking at the Chester 
Campus is limited to permit holders only.

Rosemary DeMenno
Volunteers in Police Service, International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, USA

10:00 – 12:00
Tuesday 13 November 2012

Westminster CWE019
University of Chester
Parkgate Road, Chester
CH1 4BJ 

THE FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

To book your place: 
Please contact 
Kirsty Taylor on 
01925 534698 or email  
kirstytaylor@chester.ac.uk 
by Thursday 8 November 
2012.

October 2012

Professor Roger Kay Phil Hunter, new Head of Law School



Student News and Activities

Scholarship Success...

Congratulations go to Jac Armstrong, Charlotte Johnson 
and Jack Troup, all of whom obtain financial support from 
the Inns of Court to help fund their Bar Professional 
Training Courses.  Thousands of students across the 
country apply for Inns of Court scholarships, so to obtain 
three in one year is a fantastic achievement and in 
particular demonstrates the excellence of these 3 students.

Debating...

The Law School held its second ‘First’ Year Debating 
Competition.  Several teams eagerly competed for a prize 
fund of £200.  The debates ranged over a number of 
topics and themes, titles included “This house believes 
modern technology is making us a wee bit fat not Wii Fit”, 
This house believes- that even with textbooks £200, 
university accommodation £5000, tuition fees £9000 
gaining a degree is priceless”, and “This house believes 
that peaceful protest is too easy to ignore”.  The teams 
rose to the challenge of debating, their standard 
improving with each round.  By the end, one team stood 
clear as being the best.  They debated under the team 
name of “Promise me a waffle” and the two team 
members, Matthew Fowle and Sandy Burrows deservedly 
walked away with the first prize of £100.  We look 
forward to running the competition again this year.
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“financial 
support 
from the 
Inns of 
Court”

“Promise me 
a Waffle”



Student News and Activities
Mooting...

The Law School had a busy mooting schedule this year, 
entering three national mooting competitions but also 
organising our first regional mooting competition together 
with our normal internal mooting competition.  Different 
student teams performed well: Natasha Mariole and Lee 
Vout took us through to the last 16 of the Essex Chambers 
National Mooting Competition where they lost in an 
‘away’ draw to Sheffield University by one point!  Jack 
Troup and Samantha Jones won the internal competition 
by a small margin from John Morrow and Charlotte 
Johnson.  The Law School would again like to thank Linen 
Hall Chambers for their sponsorship and support of the 2 
competitions organised by the Law School.  The judges for 
the regional mooting competition were very eminent in 
legal terms, numbering 2 Circuit Judges and 2 QC’s.  The 
regional and internal competitions will run again this year.
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German Trip...

Thanks to the hard work of Pforzheim University and their 
application for funding from the German Federal 
Government, 12 Law students were able to visit Southern 
Germany and study alongside German law students.  The 
trip involved educational trips to the likes of the German 
Constitutional Court and more ‘tourist’ like activities such 
as a visit to the Porsche Museum.  It is the hope of both 
the Law Department in Pforzheim and ourselves that this 
becomes an annual event.

Some of our second years taking a break from their law experiential projects 
in Germany by visiting the Porsche factory



Research 
Activity
The University of 
Chester Host a 
Day Long 
Conference...

As part of the 
dissemination of a funded research project undertaken by 
Chantal Davies and Matt Garrett, the Law School 
organised a conference to explore the experience of Black 
Minority and Ethnic students in Higher Education.  A host 
of external bodies presented papers, including the 
Equality Challenge Unit, the National Union of Students 
and Leeds Metropolitan University.  Students were given 
the opportunity to participate in workshops with external 
participants during the afternoon.  In addition 
representatives from the Legal Education Training Review 
attended (including Sir Mark Potter) and held a focus 
group with several students to consider their experience of 
legal education.  Further research is now commencing into 
perceptions towards employability of Black Minority and 
Ethnic Law Students.  It is anticipated that this will form a 
significant part of a growing body of work carried out by 
the Law School in relation to equality and diversity.

U
N

IV
ER

SI
T

Y
 O

F 
C

H
ES

T
ER

LA
W

 S
C

H
O

O
L

Higher Education Academy Sponsored 
Workshop...

In May, Chris Broad, Kathryn Dutton and Phil Hunter held 
a high profile national workshop, looking at student 
expectation and ways in which we can provide the best 
student experience.  The workshop brought together 
leading academies and researchers from across the 
country.  Papers were given by Caroline Dangerfield, on 
behalf of the National Union of Students and Clare 
Milsom of Liverpool John Moore’s University.  The 
workshop further established Chester Law Schools’ 
reputation as a key player amongst those institutions 
committed to providing first class student experience of 
Undergraduate study.

Phil, Chris and Kathryn’s research on student expectation 
and experience of Law study was also showcased in a 
poster presentation at the prestigious Society of Legal 
Scholars Annual Conference.  Chris and Kathryn attended 
the conference, held this year at the University of Bristol, 
meeting with legal scholars from across the country 
ensuring that the work here at Chester is to the forefront of 
the national stage.
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Welcome...

Two new members of staff will join the team during the 
2012/13 academic year.  Jac Armstrong joins the teaching 
team after completing his PhD and Maria Klisz joins us 
from Nottingham Trent University.  Both have 
demonstrated their abilities over a number of years as high 
quality lecturers and scholars.  They will add strength and 
depth to the lecturing team.

Staff News

Continued Involvement with the Family Justice 
Council...

Dr. Martha Hayes Sampson, Senior Lecturer in Law, has 
replaced retired Professor Roger Kay as the academic 
representative on the local Family Justice Council.  The FJC 
acts as a liaison between the various interested parties 
and the Family Justice System.  Local Family Justice 
Councils across England and Wales, 39 of them, were set 
up in 2005 to support and further the work of the national 
Council at local level.

Members of local FJCs, chaired by a district judge, include 
a variety of different disciplines within the system and 
include magistrates, paediatricians, academics, child 
mental health specialists and representatives of the local 
authority, police, Cafcass and voluntary agencies.

Information on the Family Justice Council may be obtained 
here:

http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about-the-judiciary/advisory-
bodies/fjc/local-fjcs

and here:

http://www.mfjc.co.uk/home/mfjccou1/public_ftp/

In March, Chris and Phil had presented some of the 
findings from the research and how that had influenced a 
review of the Law School’s Induction Week programme at 
a National HEA Conference which took a research-
informed approach to answering the question ‘what 
works’ to improve student retention and success in higher 
education.  It showcased the best evidence-informed 
approaches to what works from across the UK HE sector 
and beyond through peer-reviewed papers.

http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about-the-judiciary/advisory-bodies/fjc/local-fjcs
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about-the-judiciary/advisory-bodies/fjc/local-fjcs
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about-the-judiciary/advisory-bodies/fjc/local-fjcs
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about-the-judiciary/advisory-bodies/fjc/local-fjcs
http://www.mfjc.co.uk/home/mfjccou1/public_ftp/
http://www.mfjc.co.uk/home/mfjccou1/public_ftp/
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Law Teacher of the Year Finalist...

In Phil Hunter’s own words “I felt both humbled and 
honoured that colleagues and students saw fit to nominate 
me for this prestigious award”.  Phil made it through to the 
last 6 of the competition and as part of that process the 
panel of judges visited the University and interviewed 
staff, students and observed a teaching session.  Phil, Matt 
Garrett and Wendy Steel attended the OUP sponsored 
Awards lunch in Oxford and details of the competition can 
be found at:

http://www.oup.co.uk/academic/highereducation/law/
prizes/lawteacher/ltoty2012/

Staff News

Phil Hunter with some of his law students

Other News...

The Autumn and Spring Lectures in 2011/12 were 
delivered by Professor Rebecca Probert from the University 
of Warwick, on Cohabitants and the Law and David 
Whatton, Chief Constable of Cheshire, on “What are the 
Police for?”.  Other speakers providing lectures and talks 
last year were HH Judge Elgan Edwards and HH Judge 
Halbert; local magistrates; Ian Moore, solicitor with 
Cheshire West Legal Services; Oliver King, barrister with 
St. Johns Buildings; lawyers and trainees from Hillyer 
McKeown LLP and Hill Dickinson LLP; Michelle Curtis, in 
house solicitor with Direct Line Plc; and the volunteer co-
ordinator for Cheshire West CAB.  The Law School is 
immensely grateful for the continued support of the legal 
sector.

And Finally...

Congratulations to Matthew Tonnard and Sophie Short 
(nee Jenkins) who both obtained first class honours degree 
and have jointly won the Sweet and Maxwell Law Prize.  
Both achieved 5 firsts from the 6 modules studied in the 
final year.

http://www.oup.co.uk/academic/highereducation/law/prizes/lawteacher/ltoty2012/
http://www.oup.co.uk/academic/highereducation/law/prizes/lawteacher/ltoty2012/
http://www.oup.co.uk/academic/highereducation/law/prizes/lawteacher/ltoty2012/
http://www.oup.co.uk/academic/highereducation/law/prizes/lawteacher/ltoty2012/

