
 

Did you participate in any of the following?  
Part-time work  

UniJob   

Work shadowing  

Volunteering x 

EYE Training  

Work Based Learning module x 

Graduate Head Start  

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above, how did it enhance your career? 
As mentioned earlier, the Work Based Learning module, and the fact the organisation I 
worked for took me on for the summer at the end of my placement, gave me a real edge.  
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What attracted you to the University of Chester? 
 
When my A Level results came through (3 Bs in English, History and Politics) I was offered 
a place at the University of Kent and the University of Chester. At this point after 6 weeks 
of summer at home with my parents and barely employed, I decided I wanted to get as 
far away from Kent as possible. This made Chester an obvious choice! 
 

What does your current role involve? 
I currently work in the Business Forum of Westminster Forum Projects, a private company 
which organises policy conferences. My current role, as a Stakeholder Research Officer is 
a mixture of market research and current affairs. In short it is my job to identify people 
that are relevant to the conferences we organise and ensure that they get an invite. This 
at times can be tricky as it isn’t always obvious who is affected by the legislation that we 
organise our events around. For example, for an event on the Space Industry that we’ve 
running I’m looking for Space Lawyers. Until recently I didn’t know Space Lawyers were a 
thing… 
 

How did you choose this type of work? 
Over the summer I worked in a pro-European campaigning group as part of the 
University’s Work Based Learning module. From this I was able to confirm that I wanted 
to work in a political office environment.  

How did you get into your current role? 
I spent the three weeks after University intensely applying for political internships and 
research roles online, predominantly using the site W4mp.com. I then went travelling in 
Eastern Europe for 3 weeks. While I was on holiday I was offered the interview at 
Westminster Forum Project, which I passed. 
 

 



When applying for jobs I was able to refer to the skills, relationships and references I built 
there. I also chaired the Chester Labour Party Society and was active in the Debating 
Society committee which gave me other things to talk about on application forms and in 
interviews. 
 

Did you use Careers & Employability?  If so, how did this help you? 
Yes, I sent my CV to Careers and Employability and they sent me back a 30 minute 
recorded message, via email, of things I could do to improve it. Needless to say it was 
completely transformed for the better. Thanks guys! 
 

Do you have any advice to offer future graduates? 
Enjoy the University lifestyle but really your degree only gives you the right to apply for 
certain jobs. When it came to interviews, and applications I found that I was much more 
talking about my voluntary work, society stuff and work experience. Whatever you do be 
active and constructive with your free time. Join a society, get a part-time job or 
campaign for a political party (ahem… Chester Labour!). You’ll find yourself with much 
more to talk about in an interview trying to justify your suitability to a potential employer. 
 

 


