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Quote“An unforgettable 
and extremely 

enjoyable time that 
has given me so 

much in terms of
experience, new 

abilities and skills.”

Nik Patel
Animal Behaviour
Greenacres Animal Park

Tell us about your placement provider:
Greenacres Animal Park is situated in North Wales. There are 
a variety of farm and zoological animals for the public to see 
and feed as well as a pet’s circle show where the public can pet 
animals such as baby goats, snakes, a skunk, ducklings or chicks, 
and a European eagle owl.

How did you secure your placement?
I secured my placement by sending my CV and a covering letter 

to the placement provider, then following up with a phone call a few days later to set up a face to face 
interview. During the interview, I was enthusiastic and showed my passion to work with animals.

What did you do on placement?
During the placement I had a daily routine of feeding and cleaning every animal and enclosure in the park. 
On some days I was asked to co-host the pet’s circle show and would be given a microphone to speak to 
groups of up to 20 people. Throughout the day, I would check the food, water and general maintenance of 
the park, ensuring everything was up to standard (and exceeding the standards whenever possible).

What new skills have you developed?
I have certainly developed my confidence in meeting, talking and working with co-workers and the public. 
I was working in an environment where communication skills were essential, and so I was able to develop 
these skills on a daily basis. I’ve also developed my animal handling skills, as quite often I would have to 
move animals or restrain animals for relocation or health checks.

What have you learnt about yourself?
I’ve learnt that when I apply myself, I can be very successful in what I put my mind to. I have the ability to 
work in a wide range of environments and work very well independently and in a team.

How will this placement help your future career plans?
I have gained invaluable experience from a work environment that is 
directly related to my course and future career plans. The module 
and placement has allowed me to develop a multitude of skills and 
important realisations of a work environment that I should expect 
and prepare for in the future.

Do you have any advice for future WBL students?
Carry out thorough research into potential placements in good time 
before the deadlines. Make sure you have chosen a placement where 
you feel you will be able to flourish your abilities (therefore do not 
choose a placement you are not passionate about/is not related to 
your future aspirations).


