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The University of Chester is committed to the active promotion of equality of opportunity. Applications are particularly welcome from 
those groups currently under-represented in higher education. For a copy of our diversity and equality policy in admissions, please

contact us at enquiries@chester.ac.uk
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Contact Information
For enquiries or further information about any of these programmes, please contact:

MA Faiths and Public Policy
Prof Elaine Graham: e.graham@chester.ac.uk

MA Practical and Contextual Theology
Dr Wayne Morris: w.morris@chester.ac.uk

MA Religious Studies
Dr Wendy Dossett: w.dossett@chester.ac.uk

MA Theology
Prof David Clough: d.clough@chester.ac.uk

D.Prof Practical Theology
Prof Elaine Graham: e.graham@chester.ac.uk

MPhil/PhD
Prof David Clough: d.clough@chester.ac.uk

For general enquiries please contact:
Postgraduate Admissions (for MAs)

Tel: 01244 511000
postgrad@chester.ac.uk

The Graduate School (for MPhil/PhD)
Tel: 01244 511063

gradschool@chester.ac.uk

Postgraduate Study in the Department of
Theology and Religious Studies

Telephone Enquiries: 01244 511518
Website: www.chester.ac.uk/trs

For the MAs
Applicants must hold an appropriate fi rst degree with a 
minimum of upper second class honours in a relevant 

discipline.  Where applicants do not meet the minimum entry 
requirements but have relevant professional experience, they 
should contact the programme leader for further guidance.

For the DProf
It is expected that applicants will at least have a ‘good’ fi rst

degree i.e. a 2.1 or 1st and if students have a 2.2 degree, this is
acceptable provided they have completed a Master’s degree to 
a satisfactory standard. Typically applicants will have a Masters 
degree. Substantial prior research experience may, in some 
instances, be acceptable in place of an appropriate degree 

qualifi cation. Applicants that do not meet those requirements 
are considered on a case by case basis.

Students applying for overseas or Europe should seek the 
guidance of the Graduate School or consult the offi cial 

Handbook on IBIS for further guidance on English language 
qualifi cation requirements, overseas qualifi cation equivalency etc.

For the MPhil/PhD
To be eligible to apply for an MPhil or PhD programmes, 
applicants should normally have, or expect to obtain, at 

least an upper second class honours degree in a discipline 
appropriate to their intended area of research. Substantial 

prior research experience may, in some instances, be 
acceptable in place of a fi rst degree qualifi cation. If you are not 
sure whether this might apply to you, our Graduate School will 

be able to advise you.

International students must provide evidence of English 
profi ciency at the time of application. Information about 

English language tests will normally be available from your 
British Council offi ce. International applicants whose most 

recent qualifi cation has been taken in English may be exempt 
from our usual English Language requirements.

The University of Chester offers supplementary English 
Language classes, free of charge, to those students who might 

need them.

Entry Requirements



One core module and a choice of up to four further modules
An extended research project in a student’s area of interest

Opportunities to study in the historic city of Chester or at a distance
Opportunities to study supported by leading scholars

MA Programmes* each include: *all MAs are available subject to validation

MA Practical and Contextual Theology

MA Religious Studies

MA in Theology

MA Faiths and Public Policy

Doctor of Professional Studies in Practical Theology (DProf)

MPhil/PhD

Chester is a leading centre for the study of practical and contextual theologies in the UK 
and internationally. As well as engaging with key methods in the discipline, students will have 
opportunities to explore themes in practical and contextual theology related to gender, disability, 
urban contexts, young people, the body, oral, narrative and local theologies, and post-colonial 
discourses. Students will also work on an extended research project as a part of this MA.

The MA in Theology offers students a solid grounding in the classical tradition of Christian 
thought, as well as helping students to ask deep reaching questions of contemporary theological 
signifi cance. Alongside a core module on ‘Key Theological Texts’, students can take options in 
areas of biblical theology, doctrine, historical theology, systematic and philosophical theologies,  
contextual theologies and theological ethics.  Students also have opportunities to engage in the 
study of a range of approaches to biblical study and church history.

Explore the diversity of global religious and spiritual life. Ask the big questions. Probe relationships 
between religion, spirituality, society, identity, ethics and popular culture. Discover texts and 
traditions. Explore concepts and truth claims. Consider the phenomenon of religion from a 
wide range of disciplinary perspectives.  Become trained in advanced research skills.  Undertake 
fi eld research.  Network with scholars, and join Chester’s fl ourishing postgraduate community 
dedicated to the study of religions.

This MA provides students with opportunities to engage in advanced study into the relationship 
between religion and public policy. Students will have opportunities to engage in the study of 
debates and contentions in contemporary public policy, contemporary issues in public theology 
and international perspectives in faith and public policy. Students can also do a practice-based 
research project and modules in religious studies, contextual and practical theology and 
modules such as urban theology.

This is a practice-based ‘professional doctorate’ aimed at candidates with 
an interest in pursuing advanced research into the theological aspects of 
practice in a variety of professional, ministerial or organisational contexts. 
Candidates study full- or part-time with a dedicated supervisor in practical 
theology as well as attending four residential research seminars per year. The 
DProf is a taught modular and research programme, typically taken over 
fi ve to six years part-time, and assessed via a portfolio of research papers, 
comprising literature review, publishable article, refl ective journal, research 
proposal and fi nal thesis, amounting to 80,000-100,000 words overall.

MPhil and PhD students at the University of Chester are part of a lively community of research-
active faculty and research students pursuing projects in a wide range of areas across the 
disciplines of theology and religious studies. Research students receive consistent and high-
quality supervision from researchers at the forefront of their fi elds and participate in regular 
departmental research seminars where students, faculty and invited academics present work 
in progress. Students can study while resident in Chester or at a distance.
 Areas in which we can offer supervision include: theology, including systematic, practical 
and contextual approaches together with theological ethics; biblical studies, including a range 
of approaches to studying the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament; and religious studies, 
including Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, ritual theory, folklore and subaltern studies, Marxism and 
critical theory, and anthropology of religion.


