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What course did you take? 

I studied Combined BA (Hons) Communication Studies with English Language at 
the University from 2009 – 2012. 

 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

I didn’t really know much about Chester apart from the fact it was a beautiful 
historic city. I checked out a few universities and attended numerous open days 
but what attracted me the most was the location of the main campus which is 
right on the door step of student accommodation and within walking distance of 
the city centre. Everyone is in one place!  

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your 
current role? 

Yes. My role as a PR Executive involves a lot of writing which I developed 
through my English Language course. With regards to Communication Studies, I 
gained a variety of skills from basic communication to brand awareness. At 
University I analysed brands and looked at marketing strategies such as target 
markets and advertising and in my current role this is something I deal with on a 
day to day basis.  

What does your current role involve? 

No day is the same in PR. One day I can be in the office writing press releases and 
the next I can be in London pitching products to journalists. It involves a lot of 
communication with the media and managing clients.   



How did you get into your current role? 

I applied through an internship scheme with the University of Sunderland. Even 
though I did not attend this university they allowed me to apply because I was 
originally from the area. 

How did you choose to go into this type of work? 

I knew I was interested in writing and originally thought of myself as a journalist. 
After researching my options with a Communication Studies and English 
Language degree I realised there were a lot more roles I was suitable for. I love 
PR because it is so varied. I get to use my writing skills which I would have in 
journalism but also get to work on a variety of other tasks. 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how did this 
help your careers planning and research? 

I completed my work based learning as a Marketing Assistant at a vintage shop 
in Chester. The shop had just opened and my first task was to write a press 
release and sell the launch night to local media. I gained a lot of experience and 
learnt from my mistakes (mainly that you have to be persistent in PR).  

During the summer holiday I also worked as a Production Assistant at a regional 
food and drink magazine and did work shadowing at a regional newspaper. 
Although I learnt a lot it helped me realise that journalist wasn’t quite right for 
me.  

Having a variety of experience really helped with career planning and voluntary 
work always looks great on your CV! 

 

Did you use Careers & Employability? 
 

Careers & Employability really helped me write my CV and pointed me in the 
right direction to find employment. They also helped me gain a part-time job 
during my studies through the vacancies section of the website. I worked as an 
administrator for a canal boat holiday company in Chester.  

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

Go for it! A Communication Studies and English degree provides you with so 
many skills, the list is endless. You cover a variety of modules from new media to 
celebrity scandals. Not only do you gain skills in that specific topic but you also 
gain skills which you can put in practice in real life situations and gain an 
understanding of how businesses work. 

https://bdaily.co.uk/creative/18-11-2013/rachels-career-is-flowing-fast-at-
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