
Graduate Sarah Edwards 
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Job Title Finance Graduate 

 

 

What course did you take? 

BSc Hons Accounting and Finance 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

Location – worked in Chester for 7 years, it was within commuting 
distance.   

Accounting and Finance was the course I wanted to study and it also allowed me 
to gain exemptions from CIMA. 

Do you feel that the subject of your degree was relevant to your 
current role? 

Most definitely, it is an accounting based role and in order to progress further, I 
need to be studying towards an accounting qualification or be qualified.  I am 
studying the CIPFA qualification. My degree allowed me to gain 4 exemptions so 
has given me a head start. 

What does your current role involve? 

Government accounting - Budgetary control, preparing reports, monitoring 
forecasts, risk assessments, reviewing financial implications of proposals.   My 
role involves 9 month placements. I am currently 7 weeks in to my first 
placement so there is a lot to learn but certainly offers variety.  

How did you get into your current role? 

I applied for the Government Finance Profession online. This involved 
competency based questions. I then attended an assessment centre which 
included an interview, a group discussion, a written assessment and a 
presentation.  

How did you choose to go into this type of work? 

My degree certainly helped me decide that I wanted to work in finance. Also 
gaining a professional accounting qualification is really something I want to 
achieve.  My current role has a career path where in 3 years I will have the 
necessary experience and skills to gain my qualification.  

 



Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how did this 
help your careers planning and research? 

I completed a 5 week placement which allowed me to gain relevant experience to 
add to my CV.  

 

Do you have any tips/information to share with any graduates who are 
considering this career/area of study? 

Apply for roles early, look over the summer between 2nd and final year to find 
the roles that you want to apply for. Make a note of the dates they open and 
close. The applications for my role closed in Mid-October. 

 


