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What course did you take? 

I chose to study the Early Childhood Studies degree because I had always 
wanted to work with children and families.  It was through the inspiration and 
encouragement of close friends and a fantastic Health Visitor who gave me 
confidence to become actively involved as a parent with Sure Start when it 
first started some 10 years ago. 
 

What attracted you to study at the University of Chester? 

The course at the Chester University’s Warrington campus attracted me with 
the idea of a small, close-knit campus. Having a family to support I felt that the 
venture into Higher Education, as a mature student, it would provide a less 
daunting, personal and friendly environment in which to study to my full 
potential. 
The structure of the course was also appealing, including a multitude of 
modules that would facilitate in the progression of a multidisciplinary, 
multidimensional profession that enables a wide range of job opportunities to 
be undertaken.     
 

Did you do work based learning or volunteering?  If so how 
did this contribute to your plans? 

During my second year I undertook a Work Based Learning placement at the 
Fairfield Children’s Centre in Ashton-under-Lyne.  This helped me to learn 
about the structure of the organisation and reinforced the learning of the 
modules that I had undertaken within my course.  It gave me a good insight 



into the workplace setting, developed my confidence and team working skills, 
and prepared me for my future employment. It was within this placement that 
reinforced what profession and setting I wanted to work in after graduating.   
 

What are you doing now? 

I am currently working as a Parent Engagement Worker for Stockport Council. 
I work within the community offering parents information, guidance and 
signposting to other agencies/services within the area, that best suit their 
needs. An integral part of the job is to engage parents in Children’s Centre 
services.  I also encourage parents to become involved in shaping service 
delivery.   
 
I love the job that I am doing as it enables me to develop the child (ren) and 
parent relationship, giving me the opportunity to work with children and 
parents from all walks of life.  I hope to develop my career further in this area 
of work over the coming years. 
 
All the tutors within the Early Childhood Studies programme are inspirational, 
none more so than Kate Wilkinson, who was not only inspirational but 
passionate about her teaching. This passion was stimulating and enabled me 
with the confidence to take on my new role and more.   
 


