
Creating a sustainable Shropshire economy 
 
Full-time, three year PhD studentship 
 
We are seeking a Research Student who is interested in developing an analytical 
and comparative understanding of the potential for, and drivers of sustainable 
economic growth in Shropshire. In the context of a national economic focus on 
core cities and metropolitan areas as drivers of economic growth, Shropshire is 
keen to define its appetite for sustainable economic development and to 
critically evaluate the levers, incentives and other instruments available to public 
sector partners to accelerate or otherwise support this. 
 
Within the research project, which is funded by Shropshire Council, you will be 
involved in the comparative analysis of metrics on innovation within the sub-
regional economy, impact assessment of economic growth support initiatives on 
Shropshire businesses and the sub-regional economy. This will involve close 
collaboration with employees of Shropshire Council, partners within Marches 
Local Enterprise Partnership (covering the county together with Telford and 
Herefordshire unitary council areas), and Shropshire based enterprises. 
 
You will ideally have a business economics or social sciences qualification, be 
comfortable with statistical analysis and have gained some research experience 
at Masters level. Relevant research or work experience in the area of public 
policy and/or innovation studies would be an advantage.  
 
The Studentship will specifically focus on they key characteristics of and factors 
associated with achieving sustainable economic growth in the Shropshire Sub-
Region. You will use appropriate mechanisms to identify, monitor and evaluate 
the fastest growing small to medium sized enterprises in the sub-region over a 
three-year period with a view to: 
 

 Undertake an analysis of innovative and growth-orientated businesses 
within the county of Shropshire to understand critical success factors and 
barriers to growth 

 Explore what external and internal interventions, including those 
associated with ongoing redesign of economic development in 
Shropshire, impact on small and medium sized enterprise development 
and growth 

 Examine what support mechanisms these firms currently access, as well 
as firms operating without public support, and the impact of public and 
private support interventions on their performance 

 Propose a new framework for small business development and growth 
support mechanisms across all aspects of public policy and intervention 
(not restricted to conventional notions of ‘economic development’) which 
can facilitate increased rates of innovation and sustainable growth within 
the Shropshire sub-region 

 Positioning the sub-region more coherently and powerfully within the 
context of regional and national economic policy-making  


