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“Having both of 
the students here 

enabled us to 
maintain a business 
as usual approach 
which would not 

have been possible
without them.”

Social Value UK
Ben Carpenter
Social Value UK is the national network 
for anyone interested in social value 
and social impact. We work with our 
members to increase the accounting, 
measuring and managing of social value 
from the perspective of those affected 
by an organisation’s activities, through 
our Social Value Principles.

We believe in a world were a broader 
definition of value will change d cision 
making and ultimately decrease ine-
quality and e vironmental degradation. 
To achieve our mission, Social Value UK 
provides training and assurance servic-
es, as well as hosting regular meeting 
and events, creating new tools and resources and running campaigns.

We were hoping for dedicated students who were willing to learn and get stuck into a variety of 
activities. Our expectations were fully met. Both students arrived with the perfect approach and 
attitude. They joined us at a particularly busy time as we were re-branding our whole organisa-
tion. Having both of the students here enabled us to maintain a business as usual approach which 
would not have been possible without them.

The benefits to us were that one of the students helped us to re-brand all of our materials which 
is something that would have taken us another six months to do. She also brought some new 
ideas to the table about how we present some information on our website. Our other student 
has been able to lead on some new research for us. Both students have experienced what it’s like 
to work in a small and busy team. They will also have learnt a lot about social enterprise and in 
particular, social impact measurement.

Tips for other placement providers would be to make sure you 
have some specific projects that you can assign to the student 
and make sure you spend time to explain and supervise the 
tasks. I would definitely recommend the University of Chester’s 
Work Based Learning placements scheme. The students were 
great to have around and gave us a welcome boost at a critical 
time for us. The University were also extremely professional 
and a joy to work with. The whole process of recruitment was 
seamless and I look forward to working with them again.


